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SPEECH made to the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
the third of November, 1791, by the DepuT1Es from 


the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the French Part of St. 
DoMINGo, , 


SIRS, 


* 


HE General Aſſembly of the French part of St. Domingo has 
|| appointed us a deputation to addreſs you, — 


In that character, our firſt duty is to aſſure you of the inviolable at- 


tachment of this important part of the empire to the mother country, 


before we deſcribe to you the terrible events which are now working 
its deſtruction, and ſolicit the earlieſt and moſt effectual ſuccour, to 
ſave, if it be yet poſſible, its wretched remains. 

Long have we foreſeen the evils which afflict us, and which, doubtleſs, 
will end in our annihilation, if the national juſtice and power interpoſe 
not ſpeedily for our relief. 

Me come to lay before you ſome particulars which yet will give but 

an imperfect idea of our diſaſters and of our ſituation. _ 1 
The General Aſſembly of the French part of St Domingo, after 
having been conſtituted at Leogane, had appointed to hold its ſefions 
A in 
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in the town of the Cape. The deputies were gradually aſſembling 
there for the purpoſes of their miſſion, Wo Ie 

Several of them arriving on the 16th (Auguſt) at the diſtrict of 
Limb&, diſtant fix leagues from the Cape, were there witnciles of the 


* 


buning of a traſh-houſe cn Chabaud's plantation. | 

he incendiary was a negro- driver of Deſgrieux”s plantation. Ar. 
med with a cutlaſs, he fled; M. Chabaud ſaw, purſued, and overtook, 
him; they fought; the negro was wounded, taken, and put in irons, ' 

Being interrogated, he depoſed, «that all the drivers, coachmen, 
ce domeſtics, and confidential negroes, of the neighbourin{ plantations 
« and adjacent diſtrits, had formed a plot to ſet fire to the plantations 
« and to murder all the Whites. He marked out, as ting-leaders, ſe- 
veral negroes of his maſter's plantation, four of Flaville's, (ſituated at 
Acul, three leagues from the Cape,) and the negro Paul, driver on 
Blin's plantation at Lime. „ 
* The municipality of Limbe proceeded to M. Chabaud's; and, on 

pg the ſame queſtions, received the like anſwers from the incen- 

diary negro. I he municipality preſented the examination, in form of 
a verbal proceſs, to the Northern Provincial Aſſembly; and, informing 
Flaville's attorney (or manager) of the names of the conſpirators that 
—_ about him, adviſed his ſecuring and lodging them in the priſon of 
the ape. Fo © * & . "= < -* vs 9 » _ * 44 , 1 4 ' 

This man, of a mild and gentle difpoſition, inchned more to conſi- 
dence than ſuſpicion, aſſembled the negrges under his command, and, 
communicating the information he had received from the municipality, 
told them he could not give credit to a plot io attrocious, and offered 
them his head if they deſired it. With one voice they anſwered, that 
the depoſition of Deſgrieux*s driver was a deteſtable calumny, and 
{wore an inviolable attachment to their manager. He had the weak- 
nels to believe them, and his credulity has been our ruin. The mu- 
nicipality of Limbe demanded from M. Planteau, attorney of Bln's 
plantation, that they might examine the negro Paul. This ſlave, 
being interrogated, replied,' © "That the accuſation brought againſt 
him was falſe and injurious ; that, full of gratitude to his maſter, from 
« whom he was daily experiencing acts of kindnels, he would never be 
« found concerned in plots that might be framed againſt the exiſtence 
© of the whites and againſt their property.? 7 | 

In return for this perfidious declaration, and under aſſurance from 
A. Planteau that Paul deſerved credit, he was releaſed. | 

In this ſtate matters continued till the 21ſt, when the publie force of 
Limbe, at the requiſition of the municipality, proceeded to Deſgrieux's 
plantation, to take into cuſtody the the negro cook, accuſed of being 
a ring-leader : the negro fled; tound out the negro Paul, of Blin's plans 
tation, and, in conjunction with the other conſpirators, they prepared 
fire and ſword, deſtined for the completion of their horrible deſigns. 

In the night, between the 22d and 2 3d, twelve negroes reached the ſu- 
gar-houſe on No#'s plantation at Acul, ſeized upon the apprentice ref - 
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The French word is commander, ſignifying a negro truſted with the care of a ſmall party 
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ner; dragged him beſore the great houſe, where he expired under their 


wounds. His cries broug nt out the attorney of the eſtate, who was 


laid breathleſs on the ground by two maſket- balls. The wretches pro- 


ceeded to the apartment of the head refiner, and aſſaſſinated him ip his 


bed. A young man, lying fick in a neighbouring chamver, they leſt 
for dead under the blows of their cutlaſles; yet he had ſtrength io 
crawl to the next plantation, where he related the horrors he had wit- 


neſſed, and that the ſurgeon only was (pared; an exception which was 
repeated in reſpect to the ſurgeons in general, of whoſe abilities the 


negroes had reckoned they might ſtand in need. 
The plunderers proceeded to Clement's plantation, and there killed 


the proprietor and the refiner. 


Day began to break, and fav outed the junction of the ill- diſpoſed, who, 


ſpread over the plain, with dreadtul ſhouts, ſet fire to houſes and canes, 


and maſſacred the inhabitants. | | 
On that ſame night che revolt had broken out on the three planta. 


tions of Galifet.* At one of which, the blacks, with arms in their 


hands, made way into the ch:mber of the refiner, with a deſign to 
aſſaſſinate him, but only wounded him in the arm; fevoured by the 
night, he eſcaped, and ran to tae great houſe. The whites, who re- 
ſided there, united for their & fence. M Odelua a member of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, and attoriey for the concerns of Caliſet came to tire 
Cape, and gave information here of the inſurrection * 

Eſcorted by the patrole, he reached the plantation, ſeized the ring - lea- 


ders, and returne at their head to the town, Immediately he went 


out again, with twenty men in arms, that he might reſtore tranquilli- 
ty and maintain order. but the reyroes were all embodied, and at- 
tacked him. Their ftandard was the body of a white infant impaled upon 
a flake. M. Odeluc, addreting himſelf to his coacaman, whom he 
perceived among the foremoſt, exclaime.i, „ Wretch, I have ever 
ti treated thee with kindneſs, why doſt thou ſcek my death?“ „ True,“ 
ſtant, a hundred weapons were uzon him. 
whites periſhed with him, particularly M. Averoult alſo a member of 
the General Aſſembly. | . 

At the very ſame time Plquille'; gang (that which had ſo recently 


he replied, “ but | have promiſed to cut your throat: and, that in- 
The majority of the 


ſworn fidelity to the attorney) armed themſelves, and revolted, entefed 


the apartments of the whites, and murdered five of them who reſided 
on the plantation, The attorney's wife, on her knees, beſought the 
life of her huſband. The jnexorable negroes aſſaſſmated the huſband, 


and told the wife that ſhe and her daughters were reſerved far thei A 


eaſures, | | 
A. Robert, a carpenter, employed on the ſame plantation, was ſei- 


zed by the negroes, who hound him between two planks, and ſawed 


him deliberately in two. 
A youth, aged ſixteen, wounded in two places, eſcaped the fury of 


tlie cannibals, and it is from him we learned theſe facts. The ſword. . 


At the Cape, it was a proverbial made of expreſſing any man's happineſs— 6 Ma 6. u * 


eſt heyreug comme un negre de Galifet,”” —“ He is as happy as one of Galifet's negroes.” 
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was then exchanged for the torch; fire was ſet to the canes, and the 


buildings ſoon added to the conflagration; it was the appointed ſignal; 
revolt was the word; and, with the ſpeed of lightning, it flamed out 
on the neighbouring plantations; wherever there were whites, there 
were fo many victims ſlaughtered; men, women, the infant, and the 
aged, expired indiſcriminately under the knife of the aſſaſſins. 
A coloniſt was murdered by the very negro whom he had moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed by acts of kindneſs. His wife, ſtretched upon his bady, 
was forced to ſatisfy the brutality of the murderer. 5 
M. Cagnet, inhabitant of Acul, ſeeking to eſcape from theſe horrors, 
embarked for the Cape. His domeſtic negro begged permiſſion to 
attend him, Such a mark of attachment determined his maſter ta 
leave him as a guard upon the plantation, that he might endeavour to 
preſerve it. But M. Cagnet had hardly ſet foot on-board, when he 
ſaw that ſlave, with a torch in his hand, ſetting fire to his property. 
Expreſſes being ſent to the Cape, armed citizens and troops of the 
line were diſpatched therice; they proceeded towards the ſtrongeſt bo. 
dy of mutincers, and deſtroyed a part of them; but, finding the num- 


ber of revolters increafing in centuple proportion to their loſſes, and 


being unable to maintain their ground, they retreated in expectation 
of a reinforcement, which arrived, but not before night, headed by 
M. de Torzard, who took the command of the little army. £29 

M. de Touzard, perceiving that the revolters were rallying on La- 
tour”s plantation, marched thither, Their number might be from three 
to four thouſand, The moment the artillery was ready to play, to diſ- 
perſe them, the negroes pretended to ſurrender. M. de Tquzard ad- 
vanced; many of them exclaimed they would return to their duty, 
He truſted to their repentance, and retired. Humanity and the 50 
of the colony enjoined his forbearance, but it was not long before he 
was undeceived; the negroes ſeparated indeed, but only that they 
might recruit their numbers with all the neighbouring gangs. The 


army returned into the town to take new ſteps for putting an end to 


the diſorder. The revolters profited by this interval to fill up the 
meaſure of their depredations. Our communications with the adja- 


cent diſtricts became impeded. We were alarmed leſt the diſorder had 
reached them, and our fears were ſoon realiſed. We learned, by means 


of perſons eſcaped by the ſea, that Limbe, Plaiſance, Port Margot, 
were a prey to like horrors, and every citizen, in detailing his misfor- 
tunes, diſcovered to us new crimes. | 
A. Potier, inhabitant of Port Margot, had taught his negro-driver 
to read and write, He had given him his liberty, which the fellow en- 
joyed; he had granted him Io, ooo livres, which were ſoon to be paid 
to him; he had alſo given to this negro's mother a piece of land, on 
which ſhe cultivated coffee. The monſter ſeduced the gang of his be- 
nefactor and of his mother, burned and deſtroycd their poſſeſſions, and 
obtained, for this action, a promotion to the rank of general, 
At Great River, an inhabitant, M. Cardincau, had two natural ſons 


of colour, to whom he had given their liberty, and who, in their child- 


In the French colonies, the free negroes, as well as the mulattoes and others of the mixed 
race, are denominated people of colyur, | 
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hood; had been the objects of his tendereſt cares. They accoſted him 
witt a piſtol at his breatt, and demanded his money. He delivered it; 
but no ſooner had they obtained it than they ſtabbed him to the heart. 

At Acul, M. Chauvet du Breuil, deputy to the General Aſſembly, 
was aſlaſſinated by a mulatto, aged fixteen, his natural ſon, to whom he 
deſtin:d his fortune; having manumitted him from his childhood, | 

At the Great Ravine of Limbs, a coloniſt, father of two young la- 
dies; whites, was tied down by a ſavage ring-leader of a band, who 
ravithet the eldeſt in his preſence, and delivered the younger over to 
one of his ſatellites ; their paſſion ſatisfied, they ſlaughtered both the 
ather and the daughters. 3 

M. and Mad. Baillon, with their ſon-in-law and daughter, encoura- 
ged by their negroes, remained on their plantation; but the depreda- 
tions of thoſe, whom they had moſt truſted, warned them that it was 
time to fly. The nurſe of Mad. Baillon, the younger, confeſſed to her 


there was not an inſtant to be loft, and offered to attend them. An 


old ſervant engaged to conduct their ſteps: Luckily Mad. Bailon's 
nurſe was wife of Paul Blin, one of the negro generals, and had ob- 
tained from him ſome proviſions for her maſter's family. At her in- 
treaty, he had even promiſed to provide, at a diſtant barquadier, a ca- 
noe to carry the fugitives to the Cape. But how great their grief at 
fecing a little ſkiff, without maſt, or dars, or rowers! One of them 
tried to embark in it; the flimſey boat over-ſet, and his life, with diffi- 
culty, was ſaved: Again they applied to Paul, and his wife reproached 


him with breaking his promiſe; He replied, “ that he only provided 


« this as a preferable mode of death to that which the revolters had 


& prepared for the unhappy family:“ — petrified at this recital, with 
terror! deſpair gave them new ſtrength ; they ſet off on foot, and after 
being twenty-one days in performing a journey of only five leagues, 
every day encompaſſed with dangers, they arrived at Port Margot, 
whence they reached the Cape. | 
Mean time the flames gained ground on all ſides, La Petite Anſe, 
la Plaine du Nord, the diſtricts of Morin, Limonade, preſented only 
keaps of aſhes and of mangled carcaſes. | 
Nothing, one would think, could deepen the horrors of this recital ; 
and yet, Sirs, it is marked with features of a ſtill more dreadful charac- 
ter, when we ſee that thoſe ſlaves, who had been moſt kindly treated by 
their maſters, were the very ſoul of the inſurrection. It was they who 
betrayed and delivered thoſe humane maſters to the aſſaſiin's ſword; it 
was they who ſeduced and ſtirred up to revolt the gangs diſpoſed to fide- 
lity ; it was they who maſſacred all who refuſed to become their accom - 
plices. What a leſſon for the Amis des Noirs /* What a heart-break- 
ing diſcovery to the coloniſts themſelves, to whom futurity could ſug- 
geſt nothing but proſpects of deſpair, if, in the midſt of ſo many crimes, 
there had not yet been found ſlaves who gave proofs of an invincible 
fidelity, and who made manifeſt their determination to reject with diſ- 


dain the ſeductions of thoſe who have endeavoured by promiſes of. liber- 


ty to enveigle them into certain deſtruction, Liberty is now theirs, but 


* Or friends of the blacks, by which name are diſtinguiſhed, in Fran | the! * 
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tis the gift of their maſters; the reward of their honeſt attachmen 
and it has been ratified by the repreſentatives of the colony, amidſt the 
tranſports of univerſal gratitude. 

Wee reſume the narrative of our diſaſters. At this time one hundred 
thouſand negroes were in rebellion, and all the buildings and plantations, 
of more than half the Northern province, appeared only as one general 

conflagration. The plains and the mountains were filled with, carnage 
and Jeluged with blood. Ihe coloniſts, ſtupified with fear, knee not 

4 where to ſeek refuge; one flies for ſafety to the woods; is there betray. 
ed by his negroes, and ſtabbed: another confides in the promiſes of his 
ng; a rebel ring-leader ſteals in among them; the gang ri:es, and 

the proprictor is their firſt victim. 

Scattered over an extent of country, interſected by mountains and 
deep valleys, the flying inhabitants attempted to rally and to fell their 
lives dearly. The roads were blockaded; they were taken priſoners 
and maſſacred. 

They, who re- united, oppoſed but a feeble bulwark againſt the ſwel- 
ling torrent; they wefe routed, taken, and expiated in tortures their 
exertions for ſelf-preſervation. Theſe horrible ſcenes were acting at 
the very gate of the town of the Cape. Terror and diſmay took poſ- 
ſeſſion of every mind; yet all felt the urgency of providing for their 
common ſafety. They aflembled, acted in concert, the citizens took 

arms, and the General Aſſembly placed the patriotic troops under the 
command of the governor. | 

The town of the Cape, with about three thouſand men at the moſt, 
had to keep in check fifteen thouſand black inmates, ready to follow 

the example of thoſe without, and many ill-diſpoſed whites, The Ge- ki 


== neral Aſſembly deliberated one entire _ upon the means of preſet- c 
* vation from internal enemies. The reſult was, to adhere ſolely to a = 
TS well- directed and conſtant watch over their conduct and their diſpoſi- * 

tt.c—ons. The revolt had been too ſudden and too well concerted; to leave 
_— . Ae . | ſe\ 
a= 2 hope of ſtopping or of alleviating its ravages. The town of the Cape 7 
Wo. (that fide next the fea excepted) was defencelefs and incapable of for- by 
— tification, without a delay of ſeveral days and immenſe labour. It was * 
extremely to be feared leſt the revolted negroes ſhould pour down upon Ne 


the town, and, favoured and ſeconded by thoſe within, make a general 
maſlacre of the whole race of the whites. Ons reſource therefore, only thi 
remained; to take poſſeſſion of the paſſes of the hills contiguous to the 
town; to eſtabliſh a commanding peft, which, by the heip of the ad- 
joining marſhes, might protect it; and to defend the road of la Petite 
Anſe by a battery of cannon and boats laſhed together. This reſolu- 
tion was adopted and executed; thenceforwards the Cape, ſurrounded 
by a ſolid palliſade, by chevaux-de-frize, and by conſiderable poſts, 
might feel its fituation leſs alarming. 

During this interval, not a minute was loſt in ſending information, 
by ſea, to the pariſhes which were yet uncontaminated, and in ſuggeſ- 
ting to them the proper precautions to be taken. . The inhabitants of 

miole pariſhes formed a league, and eſtabliſhed camps, more or leſs con- 
ſiderable: theſe were ſtationed at Trou, V alliere, Great River, Moruet, 
Dondon, la Marmelade, Pert Margot, and other places in danger. The 
trees followed the fame plan; they ſtationed camps im all the —_— 
| : 7 
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they had ravaged. Moreover, they forced the camp of the whites at 
Great River, and killed or put to flight all the inhabitants of that dif. 
trict ; the camp at Dondon ſhared the ſame fate, after a conteſt of ſe- 
ven hours, in which more than one hundred whites fell. The few un- 
fortuiate people, who eſcaped on that occaſion, ſought refuge among the 
Spaniards, but were driven back. 

MM. Gramal, Roynaud, and Lambert; inhabitants of Great River 
and Dondon, reached, however, the houſe a Spanith coloniſt, their inti- 
mate ſriend: this worthy man, on one fide urged by the ſtrongeſt fecl- 
ings,” on the other by the fear of being burnt out by his countrymen, 
determined to keep the three Frenchmen locked up in his cloſet, whence 
he let them eſcape at night, in the midſt of deterts, and under advan- 

e of a ſtorm; 

Shall it be told you, that you may feel the indignation which the con- 
Hudt of our neighbours muſt have excited, that depoſitions and the pub- 
lic report ſtate, that ſeveral inhabitants of London, who took refuge 
among the Spaniards, were driven beyond the limits, and fold to the 
rebel negro chiets; in conſideration of three Portugal pieces (132 livres 
of France) per head, and that they were put to death, 

The diſtricts of Rocou, Maribarbux, le Terrier Rouge, Jacqueſy, 
Caracole, Ouanaminthe, and Fort Dauphin, forming the Eaftern part 
of the Northern province, were till uninjured; their defence was an 
object of inſtant neceflity.* | 

A camp was eſtablifked under the orders of M. de Rouvrai, which 
Completely anſwered the purpoſe for which it was formed, in ſpite of 
the continual efforts of the banditti. 

While theſe alarming tranſactions were paſſing, the town of the Cape 
was reſorte ] to by the inhabitants of the neighbouring hills and plains, 
eſcaping trom the ſword of the aſſaſſins. It was then that AMA. Blanche- 


unde ſ thought it prudent to ma ch out two ſmall bodies of troops, 


which, joined by M. de Rouvrai, attacked and carried, in ſucceſſion, 
ſeveral camps ot ihe revolters, ſituated on the plantations of Chabanon, 
La Chevallerie, Bullet, Duflat, Charitte, Denort, Dagout, and Galifet ; 
in each of which many. female white priſoners were ſet at liberty. It is 
from them, Sirs, that we learnt to what an excels the revolters had car- 
ried their brutality, | 

Your ſenſibility, already excited, could not eadure the narrative of 
thoſe horrid ſcenes which theſe women witneſled, 

From the rebel priſoners, we diſcovered that the different chiefs of 
theſe banditti are at bitter enmity with each other; every troop forms 
—_— and theſe parties are always at variance, always ready for mutu- 
rl deſtruction. The authority they have eſtabliſhed is abſolute deſpo- 
tilm. The chiefs exerciſe unheard-of tyranny over thoſe they com- 
mand: the leaſt diſobedience, the ſlighteſt fign of heſitation, is punilh- 
ed with death; and it is a notarious truth, that more negroes have been 
ſacrificed to their own ignorant rage and ſuſpicion than we have been 
compelled to deſtroy in our defence, although we have obtained over 


- them ſeveral ſignal advantages. Their acts of cruelty fall even on tholz 


®* Theſe diſtricts have all been ſiace ravaged and deſire 
+ Governor General, OM * 
9a 4 who 
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who have vo. untarily engaged in the revolt, But who will not ſhud. 
der to hear in what manner they puniſh thoſe whe determine to remain 
faithful to their maſters! — T hey ſeize them by force and roaſt them 
at the next fire. They have been ſeen, with the cruelty of cowards, 
placing, in the front of battle, the aged, the infants, and the women; 
and, Foding them unfit for action, making uſe of them to parry our 
blows. Have they any wounded, and for want of ſurgeons cannot dreſs 
their wounds? — they confine them in a hut and ſet fire to it, In 
ſhort, take this for certain; — if the ſanguinary deſigns of theſe unci- 
viliſed and ferocious men ſhould be realiſed in reſpect to the whites; 
ſhould they accompliſh the extermination of the Europeans in the co- 
lony; ſoon would you ſee St. Domingo preſenting a picture of all the 
atrocities of Africa. Subjected to the moſt arbitrary maſters, diſtract- 
ed by the moſt bloody wars, they would render their priſoners ſubſervi- 
ent to their caprices; and the moderated ſervitude, under which they are 
held by us, would be exchanged for a ſlavery, aggravated by all the re- 


| finements of barbariſm. | 


In the deplorable ſituation we have deſcribed, M. Blanchelande, who 
acted in concurence with the General Aſſembly, thought it right to 
ſuggeſt a proclamation which might contribute to bring back the revol- 
ters to their duty. The General Aſſembly, compoſed of planters 
perfectly acquainted with the character of the negroes, repreſented to 
him the danger of ſuch a proclamation, and poſitively refuſed it their 
ſanction. T he week following, M. Blanchelande renewed his propo- 
ſal. The ſame motives dictated the ſame refuſal. He perſiſted, and 
determined to ifſue it in his own name, and he did it, becauſe he learn- 
ed that the negroes were willing to ſubmit themſelves. The proclama- 
tion was made, and delivered by twelve dragoons. What effect was 
produced by this meaſure? Seven of them were aſſaſſinated in the camp 
of the rebels, and the others ſaved themſelves with the utmoſt diffi- 
culty. 

. anſwer no end, Sirs, to deſcribe to you all the horrors to whick 
eur unfortunate fellow-citizens have been a prey. Poſterity will be 
ſhocked at ſo many cruelties, committed in the names of philoſophy and 
liberty. 

Yet have we only, in this relation, ſketched to you ſome ſcattered 
outlines of the dreadtul picture of thoſe evils, which have viſited, proba- 
bly ſtill viſit, a country, but lately fo peaceful, ſo flouriſhing, ſo valua- 
ble to the French empize! You will better judge by a tummary of 
the loſſes which the colony had experienced at the period of our de- 

rture. 
1 They reckoned, in the pariſhes of Plaiſance, Port Margot, Limbe, 
Marmelade, Acul, Ja Plaine du Nord, la Petite Anie, Morin, Limo- 
nade, Sainte Suſanne, Moka, Cottellettes, Great River, Dondon, and 
ether diſtricts, more than two hundred ſugar-works, twelve hundred cof- 


fee works, many indigo-work?, entirely burned down ; numerous potteriesy 


eiftilleries, many conſiderable villages, public magazines, an immenſe quan- 
tity merchandiſe, had ſhared the ſame fate. By adding to theſe inappre- 
ciable objetts, all the inſtruments of buſtandry, utenſils for manufattures, 
horebeld-furniturey and ſpecie ; horſes, mules, and other cattle ; ſome idea 
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ze formed of the enormity of our loſſes, which we value at upwards of 
—— wt: at of Hom be athſtance of the nation, the exertions 
of commerce; and our induſtry, may, perhaps, repair them: but what 
ſhal! dry the tears that flow for more than one thouſand of our fellow- 
citizens ſlaughtered, the victims of this cruel revolt]! Can ſenſibility 
be mute, when we reflect, that fifteen thouſand negroes will be deſtroy- 
ed before order and tranquillity can be re-eſtabliſhed, and that, ſhould 
they ſucceed in their prefers St. Domingo will become the tomb of 
thouſand Frenchmen !* | 

bens we have only ſpoken of the misfortunes of the Northern 
parts. They are not all we have to lament, Blood was ſpilt in the 
Weſtern province; fire deſtroyed ſeveral properties there; the gangs 
of Grandfonds, Charboniere, and Fond Ferrier, revolted. 

The detection of a conſpiracy at Leogane preſerved that diſtrict from 
carnage and conflagration, as well as thoſe Archaie, Des Vaſes, 
le Cul de Sac. Jeremie experienced ſome commotions, but a timely 
arreſt of the exciters of them ſaved that place from the impending 
evil. . | 

The Southern parts had alſo great cauſe of alarm. The precautions 
taken there had, to the time of our departure, maintained their tran- 
quillity; yet the population there is ſo thin, that the meaſures employed 
are more the proofs of timidity than the pledges of ſccurity. : 

Thus, Sirs, you behold on every fide the colony threatened ; and, if 
there be coloniſts who are yet-to be ſaved from ſo many complicated 
dangers, ſtill will they have to contend with treachery and famine, with 
epidemical diſcaſes cauſed by ſo many unburied carcaſes in a burning 
climate, with diſorders more acute, the effects of fatigue, terror, and 
vexation; in a word, with every evil that nature engenders for the 
deſtruction of mankind. What juſt reaſon have we not to dread the 
total ruin of the colony, a ruin which muſt accelerate that of the mo- 
ther-country! The deſtruction of our plantations will cauſe the ag 
nation of your manufactories, ſucceſſive bankruptcies will injure pub - 


* The following are extracts from an authentic account of the calamities of this unfortu- 
nate colony, publiſhed, in December laſt, by Mr. Baillio, a French gentleman, a few days 
after his arrival at, Paris from St. Domingo. 

&« Several journals have taken incredible pains to ſoften the repreſentation of this maſs of 
« horrors. I can affirm that the General Aſſembly, whoſe meetings I attended till the 2 1ſt 
of October, had, at the cloſe of the preceding month, received a particular account of the 
% deſtiuction of two bundred and twenty-two ſugar-eſtates and between eleven and twelve 
« hundred coffce-plantations, and it could not then be known how far the miſchief bad ex- 
« tended itſelf among the hills, with which the town of the Cape could no longer maintain 
& any communication. | . 

« The number of white men, women, and children, whoſe throats had been cut or who 
& had been otherwiſe butchered, by the negroes, then amounted to mote than two thouſands 
« and not to fix hundred only, as the journals of the pretended philanthropiſts aſſert. 

4% It would be too irkſome a taſk to enumerate the acts of eruelty committed by the revol- 
« ters :—thoſe barbarians, in whoſe favour a certain ſe& of philoſophers fo warmly intereſt 
© themſelves! All the white, and eren the mulatto, children have in many places. been mur- 
* dered without pity, and moſt frequently before the eyes, or clingicg to the boſom, of their 
« mothers. The young women indeed have not been murdered before they have ſatisfied the 
« brutal luſt of theſe ſavayes, and been abuſed in too ſhameful a manner for the pen to deſcribe. 
„ Infants impaled on the ends of pikes have been their enſigns. The Sieur Blin, (an officer 
W of police,) was nailed to one of the gates of a plantation, and his limbs, one by one, cut 


e others have been des between two planks and fawed dener, Mer de Hul Fa. 
4» 5. . | 


lie 
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lic eredit, and, even in Paris, will be felt by the moneyed man and the 
tradeſman; in the inmoſt of your provinces it will check the collec- 
tion of taxes; the decreaſe of ſhipping in the ſea- ports will reduce to 
beggary an innumerable body of labourers and of ſzamen: then will cries 
of rage and deſpair aſcend from every quarter, calling upon you for 
juſtice againſt the authors of ſo matiy calamities ; and can they fail to 
detected, by the perfidious cunning, by the criel perſeverance; with 
which they have fo long been contriving a cataſtrophe, now ſo terribly 
conſpicuous ! | 2 | | 
We paſſed our lives in tranquillity; Sirs; in the midſt of our ſlaves: 

A paternal government had, for many yeart paſt, meliorated the con- 
dition of our negroes; and we dare aſfirm; that millions of Europeans, 
attacked by every want, ſubject to every miſery; poſſeſs fewer enjoy- 
ments than thoſe who have been repreſented to you; and to the world 
in general, as loaded with chains and periſhing by a dilatory death; 
The ſituation of the negroes, in Africa; without property, without 
political or civil exiſtence; continually a prey to the weak capricious 
fury of tyrants, who divide among them that vaſt uncivilized country; 
is Changed in our colonies for a condition of comfort and enjoyment. 
They are deprived of nothing; for, liberty, which, it is true, they have 
not, is a plant that has never yet proved fertile in their native ſoil; and, 
whatever the ſpirit of party may aſſert; whatever imagination may ins 
vent, well-informed men are not to be perſuaded that the negroes in 
Africa have the enjoyment of freedom. The traveller,* who has moſt 
recently viſited a part, hitherto almoſt unknown, of that extenſive coun- 
try, has given us, in his long and intereſting work, a hiſtory only ot 
blood and deſolation. The men who inhabit Abyſſinia, Nubia, the 


Galla, and the Funge, from the coaſts of the Indian ocean to the very 


frontiers of Egypt, ſeem to rival, in ferocity and barbarity, the hyænas 

and the tigers which nature has there created. Slavery is, with the 

u title of honour; and life, in thoſe horrible climates, is a | offeflio 

— by any laws, and held only at the will of a ſanguinary 
eſpot. 


? 


Let any man, of feeling and information, compare the deplorable 
Rate of the negroes, in Africa, with the mild and comfortable lot —. 
enjoy in our colonies ; let him ſet aſide declamation, the pictures whie 
a falſe philoſophy has been pleaſed to delineate; (far more from a pur- 
ſuit of popularity than from zeal in the vindication of humanity; ) let 
him recal the regulations which governed our negroes before they were 
ſeduced and alienated from us; provided againſt every want; ſupplied 
with accommodations, unknown in the greater part of the cottages of 

Europe; ſecure in the enjoyment of their properties; ( for, they had 
property, and it was ſacred;) nurſed, in times of ſickneſs, with an ex- 
pence and an attention which may be ſought in vain in the much- 
boaſted hoſpitals of England: protected, reſpected, in the infirmities 
of old age; at eaſe in reſpect to their children, their families, and tne 
affections; ſubjected to a labour calculated according to the ſtrength 
of each individual, becauſe individuals and employments were claſſeda 
and intereſt (even ſhould humanity fail) enjoined an attention to th 


* Vide Bruce, x, 216, iv. 459 &c. TERS 
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reſervation of their numbers; enfranchiſed whenever they had meri- 
— * ſervices, —Such was the jtiſt, unflattered, picture of 
the government of our negroes; and this domeſtic government had 
been meliorated particularly in the laſt ten years) with an anxiety, of 
which you will find no example in Europe. The ſincereſt attach- 
ment connected the maſter and his ſlaves. We flept in ſecurity in the 
midſt of men that were — 2 children, and many of us had nei- 

er locks nor bars to our houſes. 2 
* Sirs, that we would diſguiſe to you, that there did exiſt, among 
the planters, a very ſmall number of hard and ferocious maſters, But 
what was the lot of theſe wicked men? Blafted in their fame, de- 
teſted by men of character, outcaſts of ſociety, diſcredited in their 
buſineſs, they lived in diſgrace and diſhonour, and died in miſery and 
deſpair. Their names are never pronounced without indignation in 
the colony, and the bad eſtimation in which they are held ſerves as a 
warning to thoſe, who, yet unverſed in the management of their ſlaves, 
might be led, by the impetuoſity of their tempers, into exceſles, pro- 
ved, by experience, to be as contrary to good policy, as they are, by 
increale of knowledge and humanity, become infamous. 

Here we appeal, not to thoſe who write romances to gain a name 
as men of ſenſibility, to acquire a momentary popularity, ſoon to be 
wreſted from them by general indignation, but to thoſe who have vi- 
ſited, who know, the colonies. Let them ſay if the recital we have 
made is faithful, or if we have coloured it to intereſt you in our 
cauſe. 

We repeat it, Sirs, we paſſed our lives in this ſtate of tranquillity 
and happineſs, and we returned to the mother-country, the protec- 
treſs ot our properties, the entire tribute of our produce, which was 
applied in adding to the wealth of the metropolis, to her internal 
ſtrength, and to her ſuperiority in foreign commerce, 

Meantime, Sirs, a ſociety ſprings up in the boſom of France,* and 
prepares, at a diſtance, the deſtruction and convulſions to which we 
are now a prey. Unobtruſive and modeſt in their outſet, they pro- 
feſſed only a deſire to alleviate the lot of our flaves; but that allevia- 
tion, already to far advanced in the French iſlands, muſt reſult from 
means which were totally unknown to this ſociety, although they were 
objects of our unceafing attention, until obliged to abandon them, 
by theſe incompetent meddlers having excited, among our flaves, a 
ſpirit of mutiny, and, among us, a ſpirit of diſtruſt, 

In order to meliorate gradually the lot of the ſlaves, and to increafe 
the number of the emancipated, there ſhould certainly be a previous 
ſolicitude of attention to the perfect ſafety of their maiters. But, an 
expedient fo wiſe would have gained no applauſe in their temple of re- 
non. Vanity commanded that meaſures of prudence ſhould be re- 
linquiſhed for {p:cious declamations, that we ſhould be ſurrounded 
with terror and alarm, and that calamities ſhould be contrived, the 
ſame which we have predicted ſince the earlieſt proceedings of the 
Amis des Meirs, ad waich have ſo lately been realiſed. 2 


A fodety which foreigners and bad men have inflituted for our deſtructiom and for the 
« humbliazien of Fran-... Aduargſ of the French planters of St. Domingo to the kings | 


On 
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On a ſudden this ſociety demands an Abilition of the Slave-Trady: 
that is to ſay; that the profits, which may reſult from it to the F rench 
cominerce, ſhould be transferred to foreigners; for, never will their ro. 
mantic philoſophy perſuade all the European powers, that it is incum. 
bent upon them to abandon the culture of their colonies, and to leave 
the natives of Africa a prey to the barbarity of their native tyrants 
rather than employ them elſewhere, and under more humane maſters. 
in cultivating a ſoil, which, without them, muſt remain uricultivated, 
and whoſe valuable productions are, to the nation which poſſeſſes them 
a fertile ſource of induſtry and proſperity. 

Combining itſelf next with the Revolution in France, this ſociety 
confounds its extravagant and irrational ſyſtem with the plan which 
the nation had conceived for its enfranchiſement; and, profiting by 
the univerſal ardour of all Frenchmen in the cauſe of liberty, intereſts 
them; from the remembrance of their ſervitude, in its deſign to put 
an end to that of the negroes. Its blind enthuſiaſm or its perverſity, 
forgets, that thoſe ſavage men are incapable of knowing in what true 
ſocial liberty conſiſts, or of enjoying it with moderation; and that the 
raſh law, which ſhould deſtroy their prejudices, would be, to them 
and to us, a ſentenee of death. | | 

Thenceforwards, this ſociety; or at leaſt ſome of its members, have 
given an unbounded looſe to their enterptiſe; all means have feemed 
to them good, ſo they might but tend to its accompliſhment, The open 
attack, the deep and ſtudied inuendo, the baſeſt and moſt deſpicable 
calumnies, have been practiſed to forward their deſigns; ingeniouſly 
mixing cunning with audacity, the ſociety, at one time, flatters us 
by an invitation to ſhake off the yoke of the French merchants, aſſu- 
ving us of its ſupport if we will unite with it for obtaining a free com- 
merce; at another time; it arms the mercantile body againſt us, af. 
firming that we have in view a diſgraceful bankruptcy, a chimerical 
independence, and that, in our career of vanity, we would build up 2 
ſeparate power on a level with that of France. Thus, after having 
endeavoured to irritate the planters and the merchants againſt each 0 
ther, after having offered us principles incompatible with the intereſts 
of the mother- country, when, in ſpite of its inſidious counſels, we hav 
declined to adopt them, ftill are we accuſed, by the fociety; of ſuch 
intentions, ahd they lay hold of the declaration of the Rights of Man, 
an immortal work, and beneficial to highly enlightened men; but in- 
aplicable, and therefore dangerous, to our colonial regulations: they 
ſend it with profuſion into our colonies; the journals in their pay, or 
under their influence, publiſh this declaration in the midſt of our gangs; 


the writings of the Amis des Mirs openly announce, that the freedom of 


the negroes is proclaimed by the declaration of rights. 

The decree of the 8th of March* ſeemed calculated to check theſe 
deſperate plots. But can the Amis des Noirs reverence any law but 
thoſe oaths by which they are bound together, and that vow which 
they have formed to.carry fire and ſword into our habitations? If 2 


law be favourable to their theories, they adopt, they promulgate, they 


win deere, which left internal regulations, for the moſt part, under control of the coloall 
iſlatures, L | * 
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J the French th law. If ug! nt, miſconſtrue; diſavow, inſult, 
will their ro. — — Pods. rt to degrade the authority on which 
it is incum- I.; nded. 
and to leave 7 1 merchants, and men enlightened enough not to be the dupes 
tive tyrants, [pct falſities, are indiſcriminately the objects of their abuſe, It is not 
ane maſters, nough that they have made themſelves the arbiters of our property and 
unicultivatedÞÞ.... peace, they aſſume over us a ſupremacy of defamation; nor may we de 
defies them bad ourſelves, and ftrive to parry their blows, without undergoing a tor 
* Gent of their low ſcurrility. Thus, prejudicing againſt us the public opi- 
this ſociety n ſhutting up from us the channels of defence, they undermine in ſecu= 
ou which "ity "the rock on which our peſſeſfrons are placed; they ſurround it iti 
profiting b e's, and our ruin muſt follow ! . . 
Ty, intereſt "When it was found 25 had vainly flattered themſelves with ob- 
leſign to put aining from the National Aſſembly the emancipation of our flaves, 
is perverfity, hey attempted to introduce diſſention among us, by perſuading that 
n what true Aſſembly to take on itſelf to diſculs the queſtion of the Pe of Co= 
and that the har. We had demanded that we ſhould ourſelves make the aut upon 
de, to theml;h;; ſubject, which require great delicacy and prudence in their applica 
CEE ian. We had pledged ourſelves that thoſe laws ſhould be juſt and hu- 
moers, nave ane. | 82 , — 2 
ave ſeemedf But, that boon, which, then granted by the white planters, would 
The openſſhave eternally cemented the ties of affection and benevolence exiſt- 
ſt deſpicable ing between thoſe low claſſes of men, is preſented to them, by the 
inge niouſſy 4n;s des Noirs, as an offering of vanity, and a means of avoiding oqui- 
> Hatters us{;ble ſtipulations, e eee : 
chants, aſſu- Other meaſures were tried to gain their point : hey collected toge- 
a free com- ther at Paris ſome people of colour; they extolled their underſtand- 
inſt us, af. ings; they invited them to unite their cauſe with that of the negroes. 
chimericalFPheſs men paſſed over to St Domingo, in the ſort of delirium occa- 
| build up a Honed by ſuch doctrine; they communicated to the ſlaves thoſe hopes 
ifter havingFyith which they had been amuſed; _ were loaded with libels and 
inſt each o⸗ pamphlets, which encouraged the men of colour and the ſlaves to a ge- 
the intereſtghieral inſurrection, and to a general maſſacre of the whites. 
1s, we have Ogè was the firſt victim of this fatal error; one of his brothers, miſ- 
ty; of ſuchped by him, declared, the gth of March, in his death-bed teſtimony, 
hts of Man, hat, had not the ſwelling of the rivers prevented the junction of the 
en; but in- onſpirators, eleven thoufand rebel negroes were ready to pour down 
tions: theytion the Cape ſo early as the month of F ebruary, and to cauſe the 
cir pay, of pevaſtation which took place only the 23d of Auguſt. He named the 
our gang5>Fing-leaders, gave particulars of the conſpiracy, and offered proof, It 
e freedom as the voice of his conſcience which ſpoke out at that moment, the 
aſt that remained to him for diſcovering the truth. _ 
check theſe] In the midſt of this ferinentation, in this general delirium, while 
ny law butthe whites were agitated by diſtruſt and terror, and while the negroes 
o Wichfwere indulging themſelves in a thouſand fatal dreams, was the diſ- 
ions? If afcuſfon of the decree of the 15th of May agitated among you.“ A 
gate, they Ehoal of writings, previous and ſubſequent, have been | diſſeminated 
ebe cola nong our gangs. There have been read, and commented upon, 
0 , . 


4% 
* decree was formed on principles direQly oppoſite to thoſe of the decree of the 8th 
* : | 


interpret, 


E 
theſe terrible words! thoſe words, the ſignal of bloed and conf, 
ration MG, 
Prxisn THE COLONIES. + 


It was then that a Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, in a lette 
frefſed to his brethren, the Men of [= ag — to our Nav, 
that ſoon fbould the ſun ſhine on none but freemen I 

Could the negroes, — aſſailed by ſo many temptations, — worke: 
I by fo many manceuvres, -= ſtimulated by libels, written in cha 
racters of blood, read at evenings in their huts, in the midſt of aſſem 
blies of their chiefs, by men breathing only diſorder and pillage : — 
Could they long reſiſt the vertigo with which they were ftricken ? -. 
All memory of the kindneis of their maſters was eraſed from their 
minds; a deſire of novelty was all they felt; they became the apt in- 
ſtruments of thoſe men, inveteratcly malevolent, who have greedily 
ſeized, in the writings of the Amis des Noirs and in the interpretatio 
of decrees, ſuch arms as were beſt ſuized to lead the way to inſur 


Is our meaſure of misfortune ſufficiently full, that we may hope at 
laſt to have the truth no more diſguiſed? Have we a valid claim to 
the retribution of the laws, without waiting thoſe proofs, which muſt 
reſult from the proceedings now on- foot at St. Domingo, and which 
will be tranſmitted to us? The fatal influence of the authors of ſ- 


+ The words uſed by M. Robertſpierre, in the National Aſſembly, when attempting tc 

— that the declaration of rights implied an en franchiſement of all the negroes in the cc 
» © Let the colonies periſh," ſaid he, * rather than one of our principles!“ His ſpeccl 

was printed ; and, with many other writings of ſimilar tendency, was diſſeminated in St. Do. 
mingo. Vide appendix (E.) We Wife 5 1 N 
1 This is the expreſſion of the Abbe Gregoire, the moſt zealous ang actiye of the ſociety o 
the Amis des Neoirs, — M. Baillio, in the pamphlet befgre quoted, ſays : „He is looked upon 
< at the Cape in the light he deſerves, and it js upon him the reſentment of the planters 
44 particnlarly falls. In one of his writings he ſeems to foretel the ruin of the colonies, of 
© the maritime towns, and manufactories, in conſequence of an emancipation of the negroe 
* Unworthy mortals, exclaims this holy man, Fat 854% and be juſt.” “ Hear this,) 
induſtrious planters, ye numerous ſeamen, inhabitants of the ſea- ports, cultivators, manu- 
« faQurers, all ye foyr millions of Frenchmen who directly and ihdirectly live and proſper 
e by the rich productions of the colonies !” Fat graſs !* ** So prays the pious Abbe Gre 
4c goire. Foulon, the deteſtable Foulon, wiſhed alſo that the p of Paris might live ups 
. bay, and therefore was his hideous head borne upon a - he juſtice of the colonitt 
4 has hirherto only embkrmatically overtaken the abbé. He was hanged in effigy, before the 
cc poſt-office at Cape Francois, in ty, laſt,” Baillio, Mot de Verite, pages 8, 9. 

Many of the mulattoes had eſtabliſhed a correſpondence with canhdexable perſons in F rance j 
from ſome of whom, particularly the Abbe Gregoire, letters of a very extraordinary tendency 
were received and diſiributed throygh the colony. In one of theſe letters, after promiſing pro- 
teftion and ſupport, the abbe declares, that 4 rbe day vill ſon come toben the ſun — ſpine 
e upon free people only.” — * The beams of the morning, ſays he, © fall no longer giv 
* light to the E of ſlavery.” Theſe and Gmilar expreſſions were exaggerated into one 
point: that the King bad given to all the ſlaves in St. Domingo; and the Abbe Gregoire, 
n whoſe good offices this-be ce ques imputed, 1was immediately confidered as the patron 0 
ell the mulattoes and negroes in the iſland : It is no wonder, therefore, that, conſidering their 
maſters unjuſtly to withhold from them thoſe privileges which they believed were granted 
them in France, they determined to do juftice to themſelves by murdering their oppreſſo 
The above conjecture is confirmed by the following circumſtance : 
e In the firft of the engagements, one of the chjefs of the rebels being killed, there was found 
about his neck a medal of San Gregorio, a Sint in the Romiſh calendar; and it appeared in 
evidence that this medal was worn by the negro as the portrait of his patron, the abbe : 


fimilarity of the name 5s countenance to the conecit. An impreſſion of this medal is 
now in the poſſeſſion of 


E. Eſq. It has this deſcription; AN ONO MAGNO, FP» M1. 


Particulars of the infurretien in St, Peminge, printed in the Jomaicg news-paperty 4 
for ebvious reaſons ſuppreſſed in that land. 4 
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many calamities, — js it not already evidently proved by the whole of 
their tranſa&ions and by their criminal writings? Can it be doubted, at 
this time, that our ruin is their work? And ſhall France ſtil] reſtraiq 
the cry of indignation, due to the guilt of our enemies ? 
'. Flattered with hopes that misfortunes like ours would find conſola- 
tion in the boſom of the mother=country, — that, on our arrival in 
the capital, where we have at leaſt a claim' to pity, the hearts of our 
fellow-cjtizens would be open to our — — we find ourſelyes 
preceded by calumny! They, who have made light of our properties 
and our blood, reckoned upon being objects of our bitter reproaches 
and have endeavoured to anticipate them. Skilled in the arts of defa- 
mation, which are habitual to them, after having rendered us the vic- 
fims' of their machinations, it remained to caſt upon us the reproach 
and the ſhame. With a cruelty, equalled only by their diſregard for 
probability, they have dared to fabricate and to report, that our conſti- 
tuents were themſelves the gontrivers of their own afflictions | they 
have dared to affirm, that the abſurd and barbarous project of eeQing 
a Counter-Revolution was the object, to which they have ſacrificed 
their properties, their families, their lives! They have dared to fay 
that we wiſhed to offer ourſelves to Great-Britain |! | 
In return, we will aſk of you, Sirs, with the boldneſs of Freemen 
and of French Citizens, (for, after all, we too are Frenchmen and: 
Citizens,) we will aſk of you, whether it be permitted to any ſet of 
men, of any nation upon earth, to inſult, with ſuch effrontery, thoſe 
whom they have injured? * * AS | 
What! Ve place fire and ſword in the hands of our negroes! J/7 
light the torch that has deſtroyed our plantations | WM- ſharpen the 
daggers that bave aſſaſſinated our brethren and our friends! Je 

rompt the brutal paſſions of which our females have been the hapleſs 
victims! We kindle in our country the volcano which has already co- 
yered it with aſhes, and which perhaps will reduce it to nothing | 
' Theſe deſolators, calling themſelves patriots, accuſe us of having 
plotted a counter-reyolution. They are then uninformed, that, from 
the carlieſt days of the Revolution, it has had our veneration; and 
that, as being more expoſed under a deſpotic government to oppreſſion, 
we have, with greater ardour, ſprung towards liberty. Our moſt re- 
cent tranſactions teſtify in our favour. Is it the act of a counter- re- 
volutioniſt to have declared, in conſtituting our Aﬀembly, that e 
would protect, with all the power of the law and of public opinion, the 
recovery of the debts due to the mather-country? Is it the act of a 
counter-revolutionift to have there recorded, that to the National Aſſem= 
bly _— the right of inſtituting our political and commercial regula- 
ons ? N n 
Is it the act of a counter - revolutioniſt to have written to the repre- 
ſentatives of the nation, while the grave was opening beneath our feet, 
that our laſt ſigb and our laſt vow ſhaukd be for our country g 


% We will not inform you what cauſe has produced our calamities : 
1 not in : you ought ſufficiently ta 
be acquainted wvith' it. That which you will learn from us *s, that, if we — ry we 
aſt e) 1 = Ae 0 towards France —our laſt wiſhes ſh11l be for her.“ 
hos 15 reſs, to the National Aſſembly, by the members of the General Aſſembly of the 
| French part of St. Domingo. 5 _ 7; * F. D — — — 
F | Had 
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Had we been counter - revolutioniſts, is it to the National Aſſembly 
we ſhould have addreſſed ſuch ſentiments ? 

It is aſſerted, it is printed and publiſhed, that we wiſhed to offer 
ourſelves to Great Britain, — Our reply to this falſchood is very ſim- 
ple, it is written in every page of our verbal proceſs. There we have 
manifeſted our principles, and, we can fafely affirm, the full perfor- 
mance of our duty. | 

But we will go yet farther : permit us an hypotheſis, which our ſitua- 
tion, ſingular in the records of hiſtory, authoriſes us to ſtate. 

At the moment of the inſurrection breaking out, all the inhabitants 
of the town of the Cape were anxious to diſcover the caule of an event 
ſo horrible. | 

A journaliſt had printed the decrees of the 13th and 15th of May 
laſt, with the ſpeech of AZ. Monneron, deputy of the Ile of France. 
The firſt depoſitions ſtated, that theſe papers, with all thoſe of the pre- 
tended: philanthropiſts, were read and commented upon, by a mu- 
latto upon Normand's plantation, in the nocturnal aſſemblies where 
the negro-drivers met, who are now the ring- leaders of the rebels. 
We learnt that the town of 'the Cape was to be included in the con- 
flagration, and that within that town were lurking theſe who were 
to ſet it on fire and maſſacre all its inhabitants, Immediately a cry of 
rage and deſpair aroſe on all ſides. The philanthropiſts, France itſelf, 
were accuſed of this dreadful plot: diſtraction and fury were impreſſed 
on every countenance; every heart was in agitation ; every thing me- 
naced a horrible butchery, a.general confuſion, Already the report 
of muſquets was heard! - Negroes and mulattoes received their contents 
at the very door of the General Aſſembly. Some aſſumed a white 
cockade, — loudly called for the protection of the Engliſh, ſome aſſu- 
med a black cockade. Thoſe words, The Nation, the Law, and the 
Ling, diſappeared from the hall which was preparing for the General 
Aſſembly; a hand, bewildered by rage, obliterated them. Exclama- 
tions were heard, that the government at home had yielded us to the 
murderer's ſword,” to the torch of incendiaries! that, in ſhort, they 
had delivered us over to every human crime in one day, believed to 
be the laſt of the colony! Furious voices blaſphemed againſt a country, 
to _ they were indebted — not for their protection but their 
death 
* In the midſt of this frenzy, of which no power could repreſs the 
firſt effuſion, the General Aſſembly was yet attentive to meaſures of 
22. The moments were precious. A proclamation was iſſued, 
forbidding, under pain of death, any one to take away another's life, 
Four of the members made it public even whilſt it was writing. Theſe 
commiſſioners carried it from place to place; and met, in every place, 
mobs, and ſhouts, and even inſults ;z but they ſucceeded in ſaving the 
mulattoes, who, being accuſed, would otherwiſe have been maſſacred; 
and their care and their intreaties ſuſpended the fury of the people. 


[The remaining part in our next. The original French may be had at the 

* European Magazine Warehouſe, M. 32, Cornhill; and another 

_. intereſting Tract on this ſulljeci, intitled Sur les Troubles des Giloyies, et 

© Punique Mayend afſurer la Tranquillitt, la Proſperitt, et la Fide/ite, de 

tes Dipendances de Þ Empire, en Rifutation des deux Diſcours de AH. 
Briſſot des 1er et zue Decembre, 1791, par M. Dumonier. 
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48 [Concluded from our Iii! 
A new alarm was ſuggeſted. The General Aﬀembly was accuſed 
of participating in the crime of the people of colour, and was threat- 


tened. Its ccurage remained unabated. The mulattoes offered to 
arm themſelves for the common defence; and to leave as hoſtages their 


wives and children. The Aſſembly ventured to arm them, and, uni- 


ting them with the ſoldiers of the regiment vf the Cape, thus convert- 
ed into defenders thoſe who had been nearly ſacrificed as enemies. 
At this violent criſis, which Betokened a ſubverſion of all things; 
if, giving way to impreſſions ſo calculated to infpire terror, we had 
experienced its effects; if, like thoſe who ſurrounded and threatened us 
at that moment, we had regarded our country in no other light than as 
the cauſe of our misfortunes ;* if we had called in a foreign power 
to ſnatch the coloniſts from their butchers, to ſave their properties, 
to preſerve*the very credit of the — — Where is that man, 
having a conſcience, who would have dared to condemn us? — Yet 
were we ſtill Frenchmen! — And ſhall we, after this, be reduced to 
the abject neceflity of juſtifying ourſelves from the reproach of having 
vimed at independence? Let them examine all our acts: if there be a 
fingle one that tends to looſen us from thoſe indiſſoluble ties which 
attach us to the empire; our heads are here to ſuffer the puniſhment 
due to ſach perfidy. We know that ſome captains of ſhips, whoſe 


vanity has been wounded becauſe their inhumanity was made public, 


N been ready to join the Amis des Meirs in finding us guiltyz but 
d dejected commerce feeling for our calamities and for 


their conſequences, ſhall teach them their error; and that, ſhould they 


ſucceed in renderiiſ us odious by their calumnies, they will them- 
ſelves have; ere long, to lament their ſucceſs, | | 

True, we have aſked, we glory in having aſked, (for, it was the 
duty of men inveſted with a truſt by their fellow-citizens,) aſſiſtance 
from all who ſurrounded us! "That aſſiſtance we implored in concert 
wich the Governor-General, and therefore, as Frenchmen and as men, 
and ſince, without diſtinction, we applied at the ſame time to three 
different natiom, we have ſufficiently proved that our ſolicitations, the 
dictates of misfortune, could cover no project inimical to the: mother- 
country. . Who, indeed, will dare accuſe us for having had recourſe 
to the Engliſh of Jamaica, ſince the National Aſſembly (then inform 
ed of our calamities and of our dangers only by imperfe& reports) 
— ws of itſelf, to expreſs che national gratitude to that generous 

e! 

But even, Sirs, had we called in the Engliſh, not to lend us aſſiſ- 
tance but to govern us, to whom ought the guilt to be imputed? 
Place, for a moment, in our ſituation, that department of the kingdom 
which you believe to be the moſt patriotic, the moſt proud of the 
2 of Frenchmen; — ſuppoſe that the ſowers of ſedition had 

irred up, in its boſom, ſervants againſt maſters — banditti againſt 
poſſeſſors of property; — that a hundred times the peaceable inhabi- 
tants had remonſtrated againſt ſuch practices with no return but con- 


# Vide appendix (c.) Bo 
s temps z 


N 
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tempt ; — that, ſo far from receiving ſuccour from the mother-country, 
all that iſſued from its boſom ſeemed to teem with the feeds of re- 
volt; that already the houſes and properties of a multitude of citizens 
had fallen a prey to the diſturbances; — that they had ſeen the moſt 
abominable murders committed under their eyes; — that they were 
hopeleſs of protection; — if, at ſuch a time, ſo deſtitute and abandon. 
ed, theſe hapleſs citizens ſhould have indulged an idea of forming new 
connections and of imploring the aſſiſtance of another country: To 
whom think you, Sirs, ought the reproach to be made ? To wretches, 
bewildered by. deſpair? or to the miſcreants, who took pleaſure in 
wearing out their patience, and in breaking afunder the deareſt and 
moſt ſacred ties by an exceſs of miſery ? 

We know our duty, Sirs, and we love it; but we know ten and boldly 
claim our rights. We dedicate, to the proſperity of the mother- country, 
the entire produce of our labours, She owes us protection againſt foreign 


force ; ſhe owes us the ſecurity of our properties and peace againſt the 


plots of the turbulent. | 

It is now proved that the influence of the Amis des Noirs is fatal to 
the colonies.* Let them weave what ſophiſms they pleaſe, they cannot 
hide the evidence of our calamities. There is not an unprejudiced man 
exiſting who can doubt, that their labours, their declamations, their 
writings, their infamous emiflaries, have been the active, perſever 


| | ing 
cauſe, which, for two years paſt, has paved the way fer our ruin, and 


which at length has ſucceeded; 
France owes us protection; but her ſtrength will be inſufficient to 


give us confidence, while ſhe ſuffers the contrivers of our revolts and 


maſlacres to lurk in her boſom.” 

She owes us protection; but in vain would ſhe render it effective, 
if ſuch attempts are to remain unpuniſhed; that, which ought to diſ- 
grace our enemies, affords them matter of triumph and exultation. 

She owes us protection; but to what end her fleets and her armies, 
if ſhe permit that feditious writings ſhould inceſſantly ſcatter in our 
houſes the ſeeds of every trouble ! if ſhe permit us to be preſſed down 
to the earth with humiliations! and if to encompaſs us with murder and 
with blood become, in the eyes of the country to whom we ſacrifice 
ourſelves, the road to glory and to fame 


* The ſociety of the Amis des Noirs has been very anxious to parry the atcuſation of having 
fomented the troubles in St. Domingo: to ſay nothing of their abſurd crimination of the 
cdlonifſtsy as dĩſaffected to the new conſtitution, and as having plotted a counter-revolution at 
the expence of every thing, which, Inder any form f government, could be worthy their pre- 


ſervation, it has been induſtriouſſy ſi abroad,. has injuſtice of the whites to the men' 


of colour has been the ſole cauſe of this inſurrection. Doubtleſs the ill blood occaſioned by 
various contradictory decrees, ſome exciting, ſome repreſſing, the expectations of the men of 
colour, has had its ſhare in bringing this calamitous buſineſs to a eriſis. But to whom is it 
owing that the National Aſſembly took at any time from the Colonial Aſſemblies the right of 
framing their own internal regulations ? To the ſpeeches and repreſentations of the moſt vio- 
lent of the Amis des Neirs. By whom have the pretenſions of the men of cdlour been ſu 
denly elevated to an extravagant height, ſubverſive of alk ancient uſages, prejudices, and of 
the harmony of the colony? By the Amis des Noir, and princigally by the Abbe Gregoire 
in his famous circular letters. And, in a word, to what could thoſe leyelling doctrines tend, 
which the writings of the Amis des Noirs have induſtrioufſy diſſeminated in the chlonies, but 
firſt to ſet the whites and the men of colour by the ears, and then to make theſe laſt the inſtru» 
ments of an iuſurtection of the flaves > Sec appendix (A.) (B. (D. Yand (E.) 
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Forgive, 
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Forgive, Sirs, the warmth of our language. Jo many calamitie f 
have — us a privilege to ſpeak out. rief, bitter 120 is at our 
hearts! A hundred times have we foretold the evils of which we are 
the victims — a hundred times have we imprecated the public ven- 
geance on the hateful mancœuvres of thoſe men, who convulſe our coun- 
try under the maſk of humanity : — We have obtained no redreſs! 
Oh! may the dreadful cataſtrophe, of which we have ſketched to 
the picture, ſerve as a leſſon for futurity, and preſerve, from like calami- 
Het, all thoſe of our fellow-citizens to whoſe lot they have not yet 

len! | SFF f 

It is to your ſteadineſs, in puniſhing the authors of our diſaſters, and 
in checking their new efforts, that the Weſtern and Southern pro- 
vinces have to look for their ſecurity. __ | 

As for the Northern province, its loſſes are itreparable. Immenſe 
capitals are ſunk; the reſtoration of its induſtry requires ſuch an ad- 
vance of funds as the merchants and proprietors cannot wholly ac 
compliſh, We ſpeak not to you of individuals, but you will examine, 
Sirs, what; on your part, is required by the intereſt of the colony and 
that of the nation. 3 . 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE or FRANCE, you have heard 
a recital of the greateſt calamity that has viſited the human race in the 
courſe of the eighteenth centur 7. : 
| You have heard the complaint of the firſt colony in the world; of a 
colony neceſſary to the exiſtence of that nation whoſe concerns are 
placed in your hands.* That colony wiſhes to intereſt you only by 
ts feelings and its ſufferings ! | | | | 

It demands, from you, JUsrick, SAFETY, SUCcour |! 


Signed, J. B. MILLET, 
COUGNACQ MION. 
SAINTE-JAMES .. 
CHENEAU DE LA MEGRIEREI 
LA-GOCURGUE. 
LE BUCQUET, 


REPLY if th PRESIDENT. 


TO love our country is a ſoutce of heart-felt ſatisfaction! To ſerve 
it in time of diftreſs is the firſt of ciyic virtues, and it is yours! The 
calamities of the colony are dreadful! The National Aſſembly views 
them with horror, with indignation, with grief! You aſk its Jus- 
TICE ; that is due from it to all the citizens of the empire. Its PRo- 
TECTION ; chat is due to your courage, your patriotiſm, your misfor- 
tunes! Its SUCCour; that it is already occupied in providing. It 


will give your application. its moſt ſerious attention, and invites you 


to the honours of the ſeſſion, 8 
# ger 2pptfidix (b.) ind IE.) 
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REPLY or Taz DEPUTIES or ST. DOMINGO ro Tax 


CHARGES or M. BRISSOT. 


| Maireſſed, on the 5th of December, to the Pr efident of the National 


Aſembh.* 


Ma. PRESTDENr, 

AT the bar of the National Aſſembly we have pointed out the fo. 
ciety of the Amis des Noirs as the inſtigators of the troubles in St. Do- 
mingo. No candid and well-informed man can doubt the fact. Yet 
M. Briſſot, one of the members ot that ſociety which has been inceſ- 
fantly buſied in the ruin of the colonies, dares accuſe us of having our- 


' ſelves excited the inſurrection of our flaves, that we might call in a 
foreign power to our aid and protection; and, as if the treaſon exiſted 


and was proved, he two days ago moved that the General Aſſembly of 
St. Domingo ſhould be ſummoned before the Supreme National Court, 
Incumbered by the weight of thoſe evils which he has brought upon 
his country, he ſeeks to divert the public attention from himſelf; he 
would intereſt the repreſentatives of the Nation in his perſonal defence; 
he hopes to miſlead the juſtice of the National Aſſembly, tha: he may 
ſhelter himſelf from its decrees. Me challenge him, Mr. Preſident, ta 
exhibit his proofs. We intreat the National Aſſembly to require them. 
And, as for ws, intruſted by a great colony with the duty bf proſecuting 
its vengeance, we will bring forward, upon the queſtion, ſuch an accu- 
mulation of evidence as ſhall leave neither ta the public opinion nor to the 
ſentence of the law any room to heſitate in diſtingulſbing the guilty, 


We are, reſpectfully, 
Mr. PxESID ENT, 
Your, &c, 


Signed, J. B. MILLET, 
= 1 UGNACQ MION, 
SAINTE-JAMES. 5 
CHENAU DE La MEGRIERE, 
LA-GOURGUE, 
LE BUCQUET. 


15 M 36 


This letter was, ont he mortüng of the 5th of December, delivered by two of the deputies 
to the preſident ; the ſecretary, who had his orders to lay it before the aflembly, thought pro- 
per to defer its readin tot ke next day. | 
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APPENDIX. 


(A.) „ 


tracts from the Addreſs of the St. Domingo Planiers, aſſembled at | 
pens Paris, to the King, Dec, 11, 1791. 


ON the firſt report of our calamities, France has ſoen thoſe men, 
whoſe philoſophy is a dagger and whole virtue is a flaming torch, 
ſetting their writers and their clubs to work to counteract that impreſ- 
fion of pity which our ſituation was calculated to inſpire; and, at the 
very moment of the accompliſhment of their prophetic vow, © Periſh 
the Calonies rather than our Principles!” H. Condorcet publiſhed, in 
his Journal, © that the accounts were fabricated, and had no other object 
« than to create, to the king of the French, an empire beyond the ſeas, in 
cc which there ſbeuld he maſters and in which there ſhauld be ſlaves.” 

When the news was confirmed, When the manufacturers, the ſea- 
men, ſhip-owners, and the whole commercial body of the kingdom, dif. 


covered their alarm, the anti-ſocial ſet (through its organ, Mr. Briſſot) 


exclaimed, that the blood of our brethren, and the aſhes of our habi- 
tations, covered a crime of high treaſon; and this friend of humanity 
propoſed to ſummon, before the High National Court, whatever rem- 
nant of the planters ſhould be left uumurdered by the negroes. 
Theſe horrid propoſals were agitated, diſcuſſed, in the National 
Aſſembly. Perhaps it was the firſt time that a civilized people have 
ſuffered, in a legal form, the impious aſſault af guilt againſt misfor- 


tune. 


The contempt, conſequent on ſuch charges, obliged them to ſhiſt 


their ground. — The colonial regulations are jnimical to their levelling 


— — Sworn enemies are they to all great property: for, they 
purn, they perſecute, they would annihilate, all wealth and all au- 
thority in which they cannot participate. Their hypocriſy would pre- 
ſerve ſacred the rights only of that multitude of which, they are the 
deſpots. Therefore the people of colour, in the colonies, were, for 
them, fit inſtruments, into whoſe hands they muſt put arms, and they 

have ſucceeded ! l | 
Such, Sire, is the origin of our calamities. It is rendered obvious 
by ſucceflive facts, from the firſt inſurrection of the mulatto Oge, ta 
Gs Goteftntien of the plain of the Cape plotted by the accomplices 
ge. E ˖ 5 
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Extract from. an Addreſs of the ſame Planters to the Natiqnal Aſembly, ji bo 

| | | « 
IT is abſurd to believe, that thoſe, who have tried every means to « t 
aboliſh. ſlavery and the ſlave-trade, have a ſingle meaſure to propoſe; « 
friendly in its nature, to thoſe very colonies which cannot ſubſiſt with< « hi 
out ſlavery and the flave-trade, * . „ | | « in 
It is abſurd to believe, that thoſe, who declare themſelves enemies « to 
of the white planters becauſe they have negro-flaves, ſhould have taken & ar 
:1 up the cauſe of the people of colour, who alſo have negro-flaves, for « ve 
any other purpoſe than that of ſetting the whites and the people of co- « nj 
| Jour together by the ears, of making them cut one another's throats, cc 
in order to ſecure the freedom of the negroes, who would remain ſole « fa 
| maſters of the territory, — Theſe are the beneficent projects of theſe « w 
Þ | friends of humanity | 2 6 LAI OE need EF. "oC © « w 
| l 72 þ cc 
Þ| be in 
| | | | « of 
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| „ he 
| ; «K re 


| Extras from the Fournal ef the Colonial Aſſembly of the French Part of, AY 
| * N Hiſpanidla, Sept. 26, 1791. CS „ 


THE committee, appointed to repair on-board the Engliſh frigate, 
d, „ That Commodore Affleck, and Bryan Edwards, Eſq. 
4 member of the Jamaica Aſſembly, attended to be preſented;“ who 
were accordingly admitted, in company with the Governor-General; 
whereupon the Preſident addreſſed them as follows: | 
1 „We were not miſtaken, Gentlemen, when we placed our con- 
| * fidence in your generoſity; but we could hardly entertain the hopes, 
| de that, beſides Tending us ſuccours, you would come in perſon to give 
al c us tonfolation, — You have quitted, without reluctance, the peace- 
MI & ful enjoyment of happineſs at home, to come and participate in our T 
= & misfortunes and blend your tears with ours. Scenes of miſery (the by t 
4 & contemplation of which, to thoſe who ate unaccuſtomed to misfor- 2 
4 & tune, js commonly diſguſting) have not ſuppreſſed your — ind 
5 * You have been willing to aſcertain the full extent of our diſtret es, cial 
* and to pour into our wounds the falutary balm of your ſenſibility the « 
„ ang compaſſion. ' n ITY 
The picture which I have drawn of our calamities is ſtill far ſhort yet 
&« of the truth. wy ki v0 r | 
“ That verdure, with which our fields were lately arrayed, is no et 
te longer viſible ; diſcoloured by the flames, and laid waſte 'by' the Þ | 
& devaſtations of war, our coaſts exhibit no proſpect but that of _ 
« d«$ „ d "1 7 1% & £6 d ror, 
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* rr. The emblems which we wear on our perſons * art the tokens 
« of our grief for the loſs of our brethren, who were ſurpriſed, and 
« baſcly aſſaſſinated, by the revolters. | 

« ſt is by the light of theſe conflagrations, that every way ſurround 
« us, that we now deliberate; we are compelled to fit armed and 
« watchful, through the night, to keep the enemy from our ſanctu- 
« ary, For a long time paſt our boſoms have been depreſſed by ſor- 
« row; they experience this day, for the firſt time, the ſweet emo- 
« tions of pleaſure, in beholding you among us. 

« Generous iſlanders! humanity has operated powerfully on your 
&« hearts; you have yielded to the firſt emotion of —— 
« jn the hopes of ſnatching us from death; for, it is already too late 
« to ſave us from miſery, What a contraſt between your conduct 
4 and that of other nations! We will avail ourſelves of your bene- 
te yolence: but the days you preſerve to us will not be ſufficient to ma» 
c nifeſt our gratitude : — Our children ſhall keep it in remembrance. 

« Regenerated France, unappriſed that ſuch calamities might be- 
« fal us, has taken no meaſures to protect us againſt their effects: 
« with what admiration will ſhe learn, that, without your aſſiſtance, 
4 we ſhould no longer exiſt as a dependency to any nation. 
„ The Commiſſioner, deputed by us to the iſland af Jamaica, has 
tc informed us of your exertions to ſerve us. — Receive the aſſurance 
« of our attachment and ſenſibility. 
The Governor-general of this iſland, whoſe ſentiments perfectly 
& accord with our own, and who is ſtrongly attached to the inte- 
<« reſts or this country, participates equally in the joy we feel at your 
I preſence and in our gratitude for the afliſtance you have brought 


* 75 
Tus.“ 


(D.) 


Extract from the Addreſs of the Merchants and Traders of Amiem 
to the National Aſſembly, Dec. 10, 1791. 


THE freedom of the negroes in the Weſt-Indies, ſo eagerly deſired 
by the ſociety of the Amis des Neirs, has ſubmitted, to public enquiry, 
a queſtion of too much importance, at this time, to be regarded with 
indifference. This queſtion, ſo cloſely connected with the commer- 
cial intereſts of Europe, has divided opinions and formed parties. In 
the eye of reaſon, both experience policy unite in dictating, that 
we ſhould abide by the cuſtomary regulations; meliorating, if it be 
Jet poſſible, the lot of the negroes, 


. The Aﬀem . . . . F 
tne handed n eepenred in white dafi, with black ſilk ſaſhes There were upwards of 
B 4 The 
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The pretended philanthropiſts, nat having ſucceeded in eſtabliſh» 
ing anarchy by means of an unqualified entranchiſement of the ne- 
groes, have directed their attention ta the men of colour, whom time 
would naturally have conducted to all the rights of other citizens. 
Wie draw the veil over ſcenes of horror, the bare recital of which 
has made you ſhudder. We leave to journaliſts, for the molt part 
coldly ſelfiſh or irrationally enthuſiaſtic, to reaſon over them in their 
manner Let them tell us that France, to be proiperaus, nceds no co- 
Jonies; that the loſs of ſugar and coffee is an evil only to wealthy 
perſons who conſume them. Theſe are not arguments that will per- 


ſuade the patriotic citizen, ſtill leſs the enlightened merchant, Ler 


facts convince us, that France owes her ſpiendour only to her colo- 
nies; and that, in the preſent ſtate ot the European nations, France, 
Without her colonies, cannot be ſupported. | 
It is needleſs, Sirs, to fix your attention upon the nature of the 
French commerce, but, perhaps, it may be neceſſary to examine what 
is the baſis of its commercial induſtry; an object fo important, that 
it is the principle of our immenſe population. | 
: The greater part of our manuſactories are nouriſhed by raw mate- 
rials imported, and which we muſt purchaſe from foreigners ; and 
what have we, of the produce of our foil or of the fruits of our induf- 
try, to give them in return? Before the eſtabliihment of our manu 
factories, which have fo prodigiouſly augmented the number of con- 
ſumers, it was politic to export corn, but we now find, by experience, 
great objections to an export of that article. There remain, then, 
our wines, brandies, ſome fruits, a little dried filh, ſome cattle, and 
falt;z- we have alſo to offer them linens, filks, woollens, cottons, and 
millenery and haberdaſhery wares. g Toy 
Although theſe different manufactories occaſion a conſiderable ex- 
rt to foreign nations, their amount does not form a compenſation 
Shs raw materials, drugs, and dye ſtuffs, which we are com- 
pelled to take from them. Other riches become neceſſary in order 
to pay for the ſurplus and to give a balance advantageous to France. 
Thoſe riches our colonies ſuppf — | 
France received annually from her American colonies about 
Zoo, oo, ooo value in their produce, of which about one half was 
exported. It is by this value that we pay for thoſe materials, which 
are the ſupport of our manufactures, and for other articles, whether 
of Juxury or of neceſſity; and, by this value, there accrued to France 
a balance of trade amounting to between 40 and 50,000,000 of livres. 
What becomes of this balance, what becomes of the kingaom, if 
we loſe theſe invaluable poſſeſſions? Should that loſs happen from our 
fault, we have to anſwer to our brethren, reſident in the colonies, 
who look to the mother-country for protection; we have to anſwer to 
the numerous ſeamen and artificers of all kinds who reſidg in our ſea- 
ports; we have to anſwer to all thoſe manufactories of the internal 
rovinces, whoſe hands are employed by the colonies, or by thoſe con- 
Red with them, — How dreadful the proſpect! 5 | 
ns addreſſes were preſented from Bourdeaux, N — 2 Havre, 
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(E.) 


tra of the Speech of M. RousTAN, in the National Aſſembly, 
we F 1791. (He Was deputed, by the Colony of Ft. Domingo, ts 
aſe Succours of the American States.) 


BUT, Sirs, by what fatality are all our meaſures to be conſidered 
as ſuſpicious? By what fatality are we reduced to our juſtification? 
Ile, that are the victims, whilſt the charges of cur enemies, I might 
fry of our executioners, are looked upon as indiſputable truths! By 
what right does M. Brifſot,* and thoſe other members of the National 
Aſſembly, who are ignorant of the internal regulation which is ſuita- 
ble to aur own colonies, becauſe that regulation depends on locali- 
ties that can be known only to the inhabitants, permit themſelves to 
Joad us with abuſe ? Whence comes it that, when we require them to 
bring proof of what they aſſert, the National Aſſembly, which has pro- 
miſed us juſtice, ſhould not coinpe! them to their own vindication; 
whilſt we, on our parts, offer proof ot all we have affirmed? 

Jo what an excels of deſpair ſhall we not reduce our hapleſs con- 
ſtituents, when we relate to them, as we muft, all that has paſſed 
during the diſcuſſion of their dreadful ſituation! What confidence will 
they derive from a journaliſt, member of the National Aſſembly, 
who publiſhes, ( quote his own expreſſion,) that thoſe celebrated 
words, * Periſh the Colonies rather than we ſhould ſacrifice a Princi- 
ple haue been pronounced in vain from the tribunal £ the Conſtituent - 
« Aſſembly.” Pronounced in vain! then it is the wiſh, the prayer, of 


M. Gondofcet, that theſe words had not been a fruitleſs ineffectual decla- 


mation, Pronounced in vain! Then he would have had pleaſure in 
ſeeing a maſſacre of 55,000 Frenchmen, 20,000 mulattoes, and 
oo, ooo negroes, in the colony of St. Domingo only, rather than have 
acrificed what he calls a principle. I ſhould conceive myſelf to be 
wounding the delicacy of the National Aſſembly, ſhould I attempt 
to prove all the horrors theſe dreadful worgs convey! 


(F.) 


Exirafts from the Speech of Mr. BEAN ⁰, Marine Miniſter of 
France, in the National Aſſembly, Dec. 19, 1791, 


I HAVE explained to you, Sirs, the meaſures taken by the king, 
for affording relief to the inhabitants of St. Domingo, ſo ſoon as 


M. Rouſtan no ſooner mentioned the name of M. Brit than there was 3 glamour 
ip he Alembly —Seqerl members excimer, « Teatr ith kim 1” : x 
| | eir 


their calamity and danger were made known to his majeſty : inade- 
quate, doubtleſs, of themſelves, their ſucceſs depends wholly on 
their promptitude, and on the aſſurance that they ſhall! be followed 
by others more effective. But, previous to theſe being determined 
upon, it was fitting we ſhould know the true cauſes of the trou- 
bles which have led to this terrible cataſtrophe. I have negleQed no 
means of diſcovering them, becauſe by ſuch diſcovery alone can we 
be directed in the application of thoſe meaſures which are to prevent 
Its return. 


Some accuſe the Coloniſts of wiſhing te ſurrender themſelves to 
the Engliſh, &c. &c.“ | 


Others, on the contrary, ſee no other cauſe of their misfortunes 


but in the incendiary writings, diſſeminated in the Colanies with a 
view to ſtir the negroes to revolt; in the correſpondence maintained, 
for ſome time paſt, between the people of colour and a ſociety called 
Philanthropiſts; founded, ſay they, upon a ſyſtem, deſtructive of 
_ colonial property, and whoſe origin and principles are thus ſta- 
ted. 1585 
It is eaſy to conceive, that a free people, always worthy of being 
fo, muſt have felt an alloy to its enjoyment of colonial eſtabliſh- 
ments from the circumſtance of their 5 founded on ſlavery. 


This ſentiment of a generous and humane nation (certainly eſti- 


mable, however juſt or well founded) was ſure to gain ground, and 
a milder treatment of our negroes was its natural reſult. | 
But the philoſophic ſpirit, ſo prevalent in France, aimed ac farther 
conqueſts, and has been employed in ſtrengthening, with all the force 
of argument, the theory of a ſentiment, which, perhaps, might havg 
been more prudently left to its own operations, | 
According to its dactrines, the Colonies, thoſe poſſeſſions for which 
humanity has been wounded and juſtice ſet aſide, have not that value 
which cupidity has affixed to them, but are ruinous to the deluded 
mother-country, The poſſibility of replacing them by ſettlements 
more contiguous, and under a climate more ſimilar to our own 
(that of Africa er the Mediterranean Iſlands for inſtance ;) the ne- 
ceſſity there muſt one day ariſe of religning poſſeſſions ſo diſtant, in- 
habited by men whoſe ingratitude and treachery there is reaſon to 
foreſee, &c. &c. all theſe motives united lead us to regard a volun- 
tary abandonment as no more than an anticipation of events inevi- 
table, with the advantage of a previous preparation and a proviſion of 
more durable reſources. Our wiſer neighbours have made fimilar 
calculations reſpecting their North-American colonies, proving, by 
the ſums expended in their defence, how burthenſome they have 
been. 

Although ſuch calculations (natural enough by way of conſola- 
tion for having loſt them) related only to the continental colonies, 
reſembling but in name the colonies of the American Archipelago, yet 
this difference did not ſtrike every mind, Commercial policy ap- 
peared to ſecond the dictates of humanity, and the number of the 


» Theſe accufations have been omitted by the tranſlator, as being now generally diſcredited. 
See Mr. Bertrand's on opinion of them in the ſubſequent part of his ſpeech, 
| | | Philanthropiſts 
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Philanthropiſts was ſwelled by all thoſe, whoſe ſenſibility, in order 


to be excited, needed other ſtimulatives than thoſe of philanthropy 


elf. 
* This is the ſyſtem, (ſay the planters,) which has erroneouſly 
« and cruelly occafioned thoſe bloody ſeenes of which we are the 
« victims. Follow, ſtep by ſtep, the proceedings and effects of 
« this proſelyte- making zeal, which began by preaching an aboli- 
« tion of ſlavery and unqualified liberty to our negroes z which then 
« moderating its pretenſions, the better to graduate its progreſs, 
« aſked' only a ſuppreſſion of the trade; and which at laſt, wich a 
« more plauſible and ſecure aim, has ſeemed to confine its attention 
&« to the elevation of the people of colour, the mere effectually to 
« work our deſttuction. Will it nat be deemed impoſſible, that a ſyſtems, 
« aſſuming humanity ax its baſis, ſhould be capable of Progucing e ia; 
« cruel? Has not the hiſtory of thoſe very climates furniſhed us with 
« a fact, a reference to which cannot but do honour to the moſt ſeru- 
« pulous philanthropiſt ? It is to the humane and pious Las Cazas 
« that America owes her negroes ; touched with the evils which his 
« fellow-citizens inflicted upon the native Caribbs, he ſpught in 
« Africa for men already doomed to ſlavery, who, without aggra- 
« vation of miſery and by a ſimple exchange of fetters, under 3 
« climate ſimilar to their own, might ſupply the place of the Ame- 
5 ricans, alike unfit for labour and for chains. If this pious miſſio- 
&© nary was deceived by his humanity z if, to ſave from labour and 
« flavery a remnant of the Caribbs, he has been the means pf doqm- 
ing to that lot millions of Africans, let the modern philoſophers, 
& who cannot pretend purer motives, ſee that they alſo fail not of 
their object. In their attempt, to put an end to the ſlavery of the 
« negroes, they may reduce to miſery five or ſix millions of their 
60 white fellow-citizens, friends and brethren, and may overturn the 
ic ſtrongeſt pillars of the national proſperity ; nor will they do effec- 
« tual good to thoſe whom they wiſh to ſerve. Without a concur- 
& rence of all the intereſted powers, the Colonies have only to chooſes 
& their protector, the flaves their maſter. Theſe laſt may, indeed, 
* as they have lately too dreadfully proved, attempt to cut the 
6 throats of ourſelves, our wives, and children, and of all who are 
* .ſet over them; but it will be only that they may exchange one ſers 
“ vitude for another. | 

Such, Sirs, are' the arguments advanced, in their turns, by the 
planters and their antagoniſts. In my adminiltrative capacity, ſolely, 
have I endeavoured to diſcriminate the cauſes, whatever they may be 
which have led the way to the troubles in St, Domingo, that 
might the more effeQually apply the means of prevention. 
As to the accuſations, againſt the Coloniſts, of deſigns to ſubmit 
themſclves to the Engliſh; to render themſelves independent; to 
effect a counter-revolution : — I know nothing; I have found no- 
11 in evidence, of projects, ſo culpable, extravagant, or ab- 
urd | 

As to the accuſation brought againſt the partiſans of the liberty of thy 
blacks, — 1 ht. conceal that 1 * much better founded * ut, 


| 
| 
' 


( 8 1 
Fhatever be the caufe, where are we to look for the remedy of theſe 


diſaſters? How are we to prevent their repetition ? | 

The firſt and moſt uſeful ſtep is, doubtleſs, to become acquainted 
with our true intereſts, and real commercial relation with the colo- 
nies ; /nce an ignorance of theſe principles has been the primary ſource 
gf our errors and of their calamities. 

We ſhould conſider our Colonies as ſo many manufaQories, eſta- 
bliſhed at 1800 leagues diſtance from the mother-country, and the 
mother-coyntry herſelf as the moneyed firm, which has furniſhed 
the expence of theſe eſtabliſhments of agriculture and induſtry, whe- 
ther for their firſt foundation, maintenance, or protection. Every 
member of the mother-country is a ſtoek holder in this important 
ſpeculation; to ſhare the benefits of which, it is enough to have been 
born in France; and all French citizens, I repeat it, all, are in- 
tereſted in its ſucceſs, though in different degrees: ſome as farmers 
or proprietors of lands, which, in whole or in part, are cultivated to 
ſupply the wants of theſe diſtant conſumers, and who would be ruined 
without ſo important a demand for their produce; ſome as embarked 
in various departments of induſtry, wholly or partially occupied in 
ſupplying the Colonies, and whoſe productions without them would 
remain on hand; ſome, again, as commercial people, navigators, 
coaſting traders, &c. forming a third claſs, buſied in carrying on with 
the Calonies the connection of the other two. Whatever be our 
rank in this firm, whatever be the ſum and nature of our ſhares, 
from the laborious huſbandman to the lazy money - lender, from the 
induſtrious manufacturer to the uſeleſs ſtock- jobber, from the adven- 
turous ſpeculator to the cautious annuitant, — all, yes, all, are inte- 
reſted in the fate of theſe valuable eſtabliſhments, by whole aid even 
Calumny herſelf tells her poiſon to a profit. 

Regulated and governed ia whatever manner, theſe eſtabliſhments 
{till keep their primitive character of an enterpriſe, in which the 
mother-country has embarked, and of which ſhe alone ought to reap 
the profit or the loſs. 

As to calculations of the ſums theſe eſtabliſhments have coſt, ſup- 
poling them not exaggerated, how are we to appreciate, in gold or in 
figures, the advantages which raſult to Eur ope from her Colnies? Is it 
poſſible we ſhould be blind to the obvious increaſe of our population? 
the only true criterion of national proſpetity, an infallible ſign at 
once of the plenty of food and of the need of hands ; for, men mul- 
tiply where ſubſiſtence abounds and where labour invites. Can we 
fail to ſee, that an obligation to ſell their produce only to the mem- 
bers of the mother-country, and ta. buy of them alone every article 
they want, forms a double ſource of riches, of which the meaſure 
is immenſe? In ſhort, the Colonies take from us all they want at 


ſuch prices as we pleaſe to impoſe ; they return us a ſufficiency of 


their valuable produce, not only to ſerve the conſumption. of twenty= 
five millions of inhabitants, but to form a very great ſurplus, which 
we ſell with profit to the nations who have no Colonies of their 
own. And ſhall all theſe advantages be eſtimated by a ſeries of fi- 


ures, which, expreſling only the relations of quantity, are applicay 
ble to none but to material and inanimate objects ? 


Obſerve, 
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x Obſerve, Sire, that the effect of ſuch erroneous calculations, te- 


ſpecting our Colonies, muſt neceſſarily impoſe a rettograde courſe 
upon the public fortune, It is not to moderate the ſpeed, but to 
ſtop at once the motion, of this powerful wheel, that we are invited. 
In an inſtant, we are to condemn to inaQtivity thoſe millions of 
arms, Which are now employed to move it: in an inſtant, we are to 


cut all the threads, which conduct us to ſuch an immenſity of 


wealth! Eftimate, I beſeech you, Sirs, the dreadful effects of ſuch 
a ſudden ſeparation ! 


(G.) 


IWith the following Poſtſcript to Mr. de Blanchelande's Letter, of the 
3075 of November, 2 the Miniſter of Marine, (which is jo the 
lateft authentic advices from St. Domingo,) the Tranſlator cloſes this 
imperfect ſeetch of the miſeries of the richeſt and moſt important Colony 


in the world. | 


„ THIS inſtant Thave received a Letter from the Municipality of 
ort au Prince, of which I ſubjoin a copy.“ The truth of its 
conten's has been confirmed to me by Mr. Saule de Saulnoir. Some 
curſe from above has, I fear, been pronounced againſt this wretched 
Colony dooming it to entire deſtruction ! Calamities of every deſcrip- 
tion are ſurely to fall to its lot! A ray of hope, on the arrival of the 
Commiſſioners ſent dy the National Aﬀembly, ſeemed deſtined to ſoften 
my anxieties and my pain: that momentary ſatisfaction is now cru- 
elly diſturbed; and the more ſo as our ſituation in the northern pro- 
vince and the exhauſted ſtate of our reſources form obſtacles to 
my wiſhes of flying to the ſuccour of the ravaged departments. But 
that would require ſuperior forces, and ſcarcely have we ſufficient to 
maintain a humiliating defence. If our brethren in Europe come 
not ſpeedily to our ſuccour, what will become of us !” 


® This letter gives an account of the burning of that rich and flouriſhing town on the 
azad of November. The moſt moderate eſtimation makes the loſs, ſuſtained on that occaſion, 
3 50,000,000 of livres. | 


Poſtſcript by the Tranſlator, 


GI the above papers were publiſhed in their preſent form I have ſeem 
a printed letter, addreſſed to a member of parliament, and T. 
Clarkſon, the object of which is to remove, from the Amis des Noirs in 
France, and, conſequently, from their Engliſh predeceſſors in the ſame career, 
(among whom Mr, Clarkſan ſo conſpicuouſly figures,) all impuration of 
having, in the moſt diſtant manner, occaſioned the inſurrection in St. Do- 
mingo, which he either lays at the door of the nature of ſlavery and the 
flave-trade, or attributes to circumſtances attendant upon the revolution 

min France, ; 
This 


their own barbarous wars, muſt have habitually diſpoſed 7heri to 


( 30 ) 

This letter appeared; without ſignature; ſome time ago, in the ng. 
Chronicle, where it has been ably replied to by a arte, po, fi 1 | 
and another under the name of Phi, o -Detector. Indeed Mr. 8 in a treat 
meaſure refutes himſelf ; for; while he ſeeks to draw a parallel between the 
St. Domingo inſurrection and former ones; whether in the ancient world or 
in the Welt-India iſlands, he expresfly tells us, from Mr: Long, that : all 
the inſurreftions, which can be trated in the hiſtory of thoſe iſlands, were 
o_ by the imported Africans and never by the creole, or iland-barn, Haves. d. 
Now this ſingle fact, well conſidered; will lead us to a very different con- 
cluſion from that which Mr. Clarkſon draws from it; Whoever has atten: 
tively peruſed the preceding accounts will be convinced; that the inſurrection 
in St. Domingo, manifeſting itſelf in 4 different form. and among a totally 
different deſcription of | ons, cannot reaſonably be imputed to the fame 
cauſe which produced thoſe former inſurrections of which Mr. C. ſpeaks; 
An event ſo extraordinary mult be traced to ſome origin equally extraordinary 
with itſelf. pon Africans, newly imported, the inſſammätory writings 
and ſpeeches of Pngliſh or French fanatics could have no influence; the 
ferocity they brought with them from their own uncivilized v and 

urn at 
labour, and to reſiſt an authority, the nature and effects of which they could 
not poſſibly know: On the contrary, the creole, or iſland-born, ſlaves; 
particularly thoſe among them who were domeſticated, and “ kindly treat- 
ed by their maſters,” were exactly capable of receiving, though not of pro- 
perly 1 the poiſon conveyed in our late docrines. Many of them 
can read, and ſome few can write. It is notorious that they do read our 
journals and our pamphlets, and make them the ſubject of their nightly lec- 
tures to ſuch of their brethren as aſſemble for the purpoſe of being inſtructed. 
Perſons of this deſcription; as we have ſeen, though at no former time 
iven to ſedition, and certainly not incited by any recent grievances, were © the 
oul of the inſurrection in St. Domingo.“ * Jt was they ( and not the latelyims 
ported Africans) who delivered their humane maſters to the afſaſſin's ſword ! It 
vas they who ſeduced, and ſtirred up to revolt, the gangs diſpoſed to fidelity! It 
was they who maſſacred all that refuſed to bechme their accomplices !”” And 
hence ariſes ſtrong preſumptive evidence that the new effects ſprang from the 
new cduſe; that an inſurrection, more deep and deliberate in its plan, more 
extenſive and atroctous in its execution, than any which preceded it, unlike 
them in its origin and all its circumſtances, muſt ſtand connected with thoſe 
novel proceedings reſpecting our iſlands; the influence of which had been but 
too ſurely predicted by perſons beſt acquainted with the character of the 
roes. 5 
And do not the abolitioniſts themſelves confirm this preſumption? Are 
they not now anxious to diſclaim their having aimed at the emancipation of 
the negroes? Witneſs the late advertifements from the Old Jewry; Mr. 
Wilberforce's declaration, on the gth of March laſt, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; the bold aſſertions of Mr. Clarkſon's defender; Scrutatorj in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle; who tells us << the ſociety for abolition have r edly denied 
that emancipation is their obje& ;** witneſs, too, in France, Mr. Briſſot's de- 
Slaration to Mr. Du Morier which, the latter reports, p. 37 of his printed 
ſpeech, Sur les Troubles des Colonies ; &« that he had neuer thought libera- 
ting the ſlaves e that, during his reſidence in Virginia, he was convinced that tht 
negroes were as unfit for liberty as infants at two years of age; that he was per- 


ſuaded the abolition of flavery would be a great evil to them ; and that, in qppęi - 


tion to it, he would loſe his life if neceſſary.” = 5 
Whence this ſudden retraction of ſentiments and opinions; which I ſhafl 


prove to have been avowed, if not by theſe very perſons; pet by others with 
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| aſſociated, and whoſe writings they have been induſtrious to 
hom they 73 it — from a heartfelt conviction 2 theſe 
gentlemen, that the doctrines, which they are now ſo anxious to diſclaim, 
Prve occaſioned the ſubſequent calamities? Yet, though every word which 
| muſt recal to their recollection ſhould ſeem to them, as it does to me, to be 
written in characters of blood; though I ſhould conjure up to them © af & 
Grtain hour * the wretched coloniſts of St. Domingo, men, women, infants, 
murdered, violated, impaled ; and thoſe, the wretched objects of their err- 
ing benevolence, in prey to every evil from which their late ſervitude pro- 
them, with tyranny intolerable ſuperadded, under the name, alas, of 
Ebert)! Though theſe be the {ad impreſſions that muſt be produced in their 
minds by every rude vibration of memory, yet mine is the taſk to ſelect and 
lay before them, from volumes of a ſimilar tendency, the following paſſages. 
« We could not have imagined that the moment was ſo near, in which the 
cauſe of the liberty of the negroes, involved in that of the general liberty 

of the human ſpecies, ſhould be ſolemnly eftabliſhed, avowed, and ſanctioned, 

by the National Aſſembly.” : : 
Mirabeau's Comment on the Declaration of Rights, No. 30, 

Courier de Province. # —_— 

« In the colonies, the negroes have a right to rg eir ers without 
being conſidered as rebellious.“ Clarkſon's Eſſay, p. 245. 
> f confeſs I think a different deciſionꝰ (from that reſpecting the liberty of 
the negro Somerſet) *<* could hardly have been given, if a ſimilar cauſe, after 
being carried through the inferior courts in the plantations, were regularly re- 
moved for a final deciſion to this country.“ Cooper's Letters, p. 7. 

« How little do we value the cauſe of frexdoyy where our own emancipation 
is not concerned! | Ibid. p. 24- 
„The experiment of manumiſſiong extenſively tried, has even lucratively 
anſwered.” x Ibid. p. 27- 
The objections ſtated would not lie to the gradual or even ſudden manu- 
miſſion of the numerous negroes now holden in flavery.” Ibid. p. 32. 
« argue upon the improbable ſuppoſition, that our Weſt-Indian colonies 
would be materially injured by the manumiſſion of ſiaves and the 8 of the: 
e- trade. id. p. 33. 
4 Soon ſpall the ſun ſhine os none bit freemen, The beams of the morning 
Hall cenſe to illumine the fetters of ſlavery.” 
Abbe Gregoire's circular Letters difperſed in the colonies. 
« Let us look with an eye of pity on thoſe who are faſt bound in miſer 
and iron ; let us conſider thoſe, who are thus bound, as being bound wi 


hem ; let us break their bonds aſunder, &c. &c.” Peckard's Sermon, p. 38. 
Prieſtley, Dickſon, Dean Nicholls, &c. alſo, in direct terms, recom- - 


mend emancipation, though in ſomewhat a more qualified manner. + 


Fg Dean of Middlcham's letter. 
+ In evidence of the fpirit of ſome writers on the ſame fide, though too recent to have © 
duced, as yet, any effect in the Weſt-India iſlands, I will add the following quotations 


om 
pamphlets diſſeminated with no ſmall induſtry and expence.—The firſt ſeems to predict, the 


nd exults over, the atrocities committed at St. Domingo. 


„ Surely we ſhall not limit our views merely to the- abelition of the African ſlave trade, 
ſeeing the colonial lavecy, formed upon it, is in its principle equally unjuſt. The plan to be 
for putting the faves in our iſland in poſſeſſion of their leg l and natural right, ought 


# be certain and peedy in its eperation,-OQur exertions are not to be judged of merely by their 


Immediate effefts ; for, they may produce remote ones of which we can form no eſtimate: but, 
R » after having done our duty, we may leave them with Him who governs 

a things after the counſels of his own will.“ Addreſs to the People of Great Britain. Gurney. 
A part of the immediare effetis, for which this pious writer leaves the Almighty anſwerable, 
15 dow taken place in St. Domingo. The certain and-ſpeedy plan he recommends is a plan 
Wing our illands with rapine, pillage, coatlagrationy and blood | ſuehy and ſuch only, 
being 


Whatever they may be 
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( 30 ) 
This letter appeared; without ſignature; ſome time ago, in the * 
Chronicle, 4 has been ably replied to by a — ks fi Morning 
and another under the name of Philo- Detector: Indeed Mr. & in a great 
meaſure refutes himſelf; for; while lie ſeeks to draw a parallel between the 
St. Domingo inſurrection and former ones; whether in the ancient world or 
in the Wel- India iſlands, he expresfly tells us, from Mr: Long, that «« all 
the inſurreftions, which can he trated in the hiſtory of thoſe iſlands, were 
un by the imported Africans and. newer by the creole, or ifland-barn, flawes,"? 
No this ſingle fact, well conſidered; will lead us to a very different con- 
cluſion from that which Mr. Clarkſon draws from it. Whoever has atten: 
tively peruſed the preceding accounts will be convinced; that the inſurrection 
in St. Domingo, manifeſting itſelf in 4 different form. and among a totally 
different deſcription of 1 ons, cannot reaſonably be imputed to the ſame 
cauſe which produced thoſe former inſurrections of which Mr. C. ſpeaks. 
An event ſo extraordinary muſt be traced to ſome origin equally extraordinary 
with itſelf. Upon Africans, newly imported, the inſtammatory writings 
and ſpeeches of Pngliſh or French fanatics could have no influence; the 
ferocity they brought with them from their own uncivilized country, and 
their own barbarous wars, muſt have habitually diſpoſed them to purn at 
labour, and to reſiſt an authority, the nature and effects of which they could 
not poſſibly know: On the contrary, the creole, or iſland-born, ſlaves; 
particularly thoſe among them who were domeſticated, and f kindly treat- 
ed by their maſters, were exactly capable of receiving, though not of pro- 
perly digeſting, the poiſon conveyed in our late doftrines. Many of them 
can read, and ſome few can write, It is notorious that they do read our 
journals and our pamphlets, and make them the ſubject of their nightly lec- 
tures to ſuch of their brethren as aſſemble for the purpoſe of being inſtructed. 
| Perſons of this deſcription; as we have ſeen, though at no former time 
iven to ſedition, and certainly not incited by any regent grievances, were © the 
Foul of the inſurrection in St. Domingo.“ It was they ( and not the lately-ims 
ported Africans) who delivered their humane maſters to the afſaſſin's ſword! It 
was they who ſeduced, and ſtirred up to revolt, the gaiigs diſpoſed to fidelity ! It 
wat they who maſſacred all that refuſed to become their accomplice; !”” And 
hence ariſes ſtrong preſumptive evidence that the new effects ſprang from the 
nero cauſe; that an inſurrection, more deep and deliberate in its plan, more 
extenſive and atroctous in its execution, than any which preceded it, unlike 
them in its origin and all its circumſtances, muſt ſtand connected with thoſe 
novel proceedings reſpecting our iſlands; the influence of which had been but 
too ſurely predicted by perſons beſt acquainted with the character of the 


ns Hetector, 


* 


do not the abolitioniſts themſelves confirm this preſumption? Are 
they not now anxious to diſclaim their having aimed at the emancipation of 
the negroes? Witneſs the late advertiſements from the Old jewry; Mr. 
Wilberforce's declaration, on the gth of March laſt, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; the bold aſſertions of Mr. Clarkſon's defender; Scrutator; in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle; who tells us << the ſociety for abolition have repeatedly denied 
that emancipation is their obje& :** witneſs, too, in France, Mr. Briſſot's de- 
&laration to Mr. Du Morier which, the latter reports, p. 37 of his printed 
ſpeech, Sur les Troubles des Colonies ; that he had never thought of libera- 
ting the ſlaves * that, during his reſidence in Virginia, he was convinced that the 
negroes were as unfit for liberty as infants at two years of age ; that be was per- 
ſuaded the abolition of ſlavery wonld be a great evil to them ; and that, in oppoſi« 
tion to it, he would loſe his life if neceſſary.” =Y 5 
Whence this ſudden retraction of ſentiments and opinions; which I ſhafl 


prove to have been avowed, if not by theſe very perſons, pet by others with 
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aſſociated, and whoſe writings they have been induſtrious to 
n it 7 proceed from 4 E conviction among theſe 
_ that the doctrines, which they are now ſo anxious to diſclaim, 
75 — the ſubſequent calamities? Yet, though every word which 
have { recal to their recollection ſhould ſeem to them, as it does to me, to be 
1 — in characters of blood; though I ſhould conjure up to them © af 4 
pes hour * the wretched coloniſts of St. Domingo, men, women, infants, 
"ered, violated, impaled ; and thoſe, the wretched obzecks of their err- 
in benevolence, in prey to every evil from which their late ſervitude pro- 
fed them, with tyranny intolerable ſuperadded, under the name, alas, of 
Ebert)! Though theſe be the fad impreſſions that muſt be produced in their 
minds by every rude vibration of memory, yet mine is the taſk to ſelect and 
lay before them, from volumes of a ſimilar tendency, the following paſſages. | 
« We could not have imagined that the moment was ſo near, in which the 
cauſe of the liberty of the negroes, involved in that of the general liberty 
of the human ſpecies, _ be ſolemnly cfablibed, avowed, and ſanctioned, 
Aſſembly.“ | 
GI Mirabeau's Comment on the Declaration of Rights, No. 30, 
Courier de Province. 

« In the colonies, the negroes have a right 10 re their maſters without 
being confidered as rebellious.” Clarkſon's Eflay, p. 248. 
«| confeſs I think a different deciſion” (from that reſpecting the liberty 
the negro Somerſet) „ could hardly have been given, if a ſimilar cauſe, after 
being carriea throu h the inferior courts in the plantations, were regularly re- 
moved for a final deciſion to this country.“ Cooper's Letters, p. 7. 

« How little do we value the cauſe of freedoyy where our own —— 

t concerned! id. p. 24. 

; 2 The experiment of manumiſſion, extenſively tried, has even lucratively 

anſwered.” N Ibid. p. 27. 

« The objections ſtated would not lie to the gradual or even ſudden manu- 

mi/ſion of the numerous negroes now holden in flavery.” Ibid. p. 32. 

« I argue upon the improbable ſuppoſition, that our Weſt-Indian colonies 

would be materially injured by the manumiſſion of ſaves and the 2 of = 

e- trade. id. p. 33. 

4 Hoon ſpall the ſun ſhine on none but freemen, The beams of the morning 

ceaſe to illumine the fetters 0 ery. 

* e e ee Letters diſperſed in the colonies. 
Let us look with an eye of pity on thoſe who are faſt bound in miſer 
and iron; let us conſider thoſe, who are thus bound, as being bound wi 


hem ; let us break their bonds aſunder, &c. &c.“ Peckard's Sermon, p. 39. 
Prieſtley, Dickſon, Dean Nicholls, &c. alſo, in direct terms, recom- - 
mend emancipation, though in ſomewhat a more qualified manner. + , 
Dean of Middlcham's letter. 


F In evidence of the ſpirit of ſome writers on the ſame fide, though too recent to have Ju 
ced, as yet, any effect in the Weſt-India iſlands, I will add the following quotations from 
pamphlets diſſeminated with no ſmall induſtry and expence.—The firſt ſeems to pred:&, the 
nd exults over, the atrocities committed at St. Domingo. 

* Surely we ſhall not /imit our views merely to the- abolition of the African ſlave · trade, 
ſeeing the colonial flavecy, formed upon it, is in its principle equally unjuſt. The plan to be 
| for putting the flaves in our iſlands in poſſeſſion of their legal and natural right, ought 
# be certain and Jpredy in its operation, Our exertions are not to be judged of merely by rbeir 
Þmmediate effefts ; for, they may produce remate ones of which we can form no eſtimate : but, 


hure ner they may be, after having done our duty, we may leave them with Him who governs 
a thing after the counſels of his own will.“ — Addreſs to the People of Great Britain. Gurney 
A part of the immediare effetss, for which this pious writer leaves the Almighty anſwerable, 

e now-taken place in St. Domingo. The certain and -ſpcedy plan he recommends is a plan 
Fr killing ous -illands with rapine, pillage, coaflegrationy and blpod | ſueby and ſuch cal 


— 


3 


— 


P 
What effect theſe and many other fimilar writings produced we githr from 
; he following fac 55 45 * b gather from 
— 99 urrection of the ſlaves happened in July, 1789, at Martinique: | 
ting which the negro 923 they bd bby ef ood «4 n 
be no tore ſlavery ; for, that it had been jo ordered in France,” 


Another inſurrection followed in the ſame itland rwb months after the for- 
mer, in which alſo it was publicly declared “ that rhe king had abolijhed-/la- 


In 1790; the ſlaves roſe at Guadeloupe in the ſume perſoafion; .. i 
liberty bat been obtained in France.” * pe * — 
In that year and the beginning of 1791 there was an inſurrection of the 
flaves at Dominica, who claimed their rights but pretended no grievances. 
What affinity do thefe inſurrections beat to thoſe — ones; which 
Mr. Clarkſon allows with Mr. Long to have been al begun by rhe imported 
African and never by the creole, or ifland-born, faves Can we be fo blind to 
the dhv ious relation between cauſe and effect as not to ſee; in theſe calamitles, 
harbingers of that more dreadful one which ſoon followed in St. Domingo, 
my 1 ah and legitimate offspring of our late diſcuſſions concerning the ſlave- 
e 
But, to the revolution ir FFfance; ahd to Eircumſtzinges at: ending it, mu, 
according to Mr. Clarkſon, be imputed whatever of novelty there be in theſe 
terrible events. What he would make a primary, I will allo only to have 
been a ſecondary, cauſe. To a Mirabeau; a Robertſpierre, a Gregoire, a Pe- 
thion de Villeneuve, (all eminent among the Amis des Noirs, wl, by a 
dexterous manceuvre, obtained the decree of the · igth of May, contradicting 
the wiſe preceding decree of the 8th of March; we owe thoſe meaſures 
Which ſet the colonies in a flame. Suddenly to exalt the people of colour, 
without attention to local prejudices and lon$s-eftabliſhed {ordination „ Was 
= meaſure reſulting from their principles and preparatory to an emancipation 
of the blacks. Mr. Clarkſon has found himſelf under a necceſſity glaringly 
to miſrepreſent the proceedings in reſpect to Oge and to the people of colour: 
His Opponents, Detector and Philo-Detector, have in ſome * expoſed 
His fallacious ſtatement; but, for a fuller account of the fickle and capricious 
proceedings of the National Aſſembly, reſpecting the calonies and of the part 
which the Amis des Noirs have had in promoting them, I refer my reader to 
a pamphlet, before-quoted, written by Mr. Du Morier, a member of the 
National Afembly, who is candid enough to acquit the Amis des Noirs of any 
ill intention, und profeſſes himſelf a democrat and 8 yet under- 
takes to eſtabliſn, upon inconteſtible evidence, that, intention out of the 
ueſtion, the troubles of the colonies, and of St. Domingo particularly, are 
the immediate or remote reſult of the diſcuſſions concerning negro-ſlavery and 
the queſtions connected with it.“ ; 
We owe, perhaps, to the wavering counſels and unſettled government of 
France, that, with them, the flame his fr/ burſt out: hence we have ob- 
tained a ſolemn warning. May we be wiſe enough to turn it to advantage 


being the ſignals of negro- em tion! And, doubtleſs, he hopes ſoon to occaſion farther mat- 
ter of exultation to Mr. Percival Stockdale, who thus applauds the cruelties, committed by the 
negroes in St. Domingo, in a letter addreſſed to his friend, Mr. Graaville Sharp. | 

& Should we not approve their conduct in this violence? Should we not crown it with eu- 
logium if they exterminate their tyrants with fire and ſword? Should they deliberately infli& 
the mo? exquiſite tertures on thoſe ty antsʒ would they not be excuſable in the moral judgements 
of thoſe who properly value thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings, perſonal; rational, and religious, liv 


wm theſe the advocates for won M. 6. views to N ceſſation of the uraje, and 


a whoſe writings could, at no time, tend to excite inſurrections in the colonies ? 
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